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accurately stated, expedited. Those are not allowed to have the
two-year wai, but you can't just say there is a crininal
Suprene Court and a civil Supreme Court, it's all together.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But at this point there is not a packlog of
crimnal cases as is the situation with civil cases.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: I'mgoing to have to tell you there is a
backl og, Senator Chanbers, because it all contributes . Those
numbers of crimnal cases contribute to the problemof every
other case. But, yas, the crimnal cases are npot allowed the
two-year wait

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So | et mephrase the question differently.
You could say that the criminal docket is more ., |ess up to
date.

S"NATOR KRISTENSEN: Yes' it is current.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Ckay, and that is the point that I'mtrying
to make. | f you adopt this anendnent as | have offered ; it
| eaves intact the permission or the power granted to the Suprene
Court to determne whether or not it will accept civil cases,
and | don't know whether that is fair. But rather than mx the
two items, | wanted to take one at the time. Tpe supreme Court
has al ready established by its procedures +that c¢rimnal cases
are of a different stripe than civil cases. There should not be
del ay because in some instances a person is sjtting in prison.
:n other instances, there has been a substantial anpunt of noney
put up, some of which a person can recoup if their conviction is
overturned. Sothere is a rationale that has been accepted
t hroughout this country that places crimnal cases in g

different category than civil. \at this amendnent would do s
mai ntain intact that distinction. It would entitle any person

convicted of a crine, whatever the crime, to an gappeal to the
State Supreme Court. Most of these crimnal cases'originate in
district court, so when they get to the Supreme Court those that

are reversed will tell us that the district court judges made
some kind of error, ejither of |aw or whatever, to justify a
reversal. Others of a mnor nature originate in county  court .
I't means that the district court rubber-stanped the county
court, sent it up to the Suprenme Court and the Supreme Court

reversed. I want to continue granting to crimnal defendants
the right to appeal to the Suprene Court. | don't even want iq

tie in the civil side of it at this point because | have strong
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