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Court to decide it is just too long a time, and the r eas on f o r
that delay is because of the number of backlog. There a re s o
many cases now being appealed to the Nebraska Supreme Court that
the court cannot keep up with the work load. As a result, this
is kind of an interesting proposal. The committee amendments
allow you to get at least one appeal. If a State District Court
judge decides against you in a case, you' ve got a r i g ht o f
appeal to an intermediate court. You get a right of a second
review, just as you do in the federal court system. You c an
appeal to the court of appeals in the 8th Circuit, but that does
not mean that you necessarily would have a right of appeal to
the Nebraska Supreme Court . There a r e a l ot of c ases, as
Senator Chambers said, that are routine cases that get to the
Nebraska Supreme C ourt, b u t once t h e Ne b r aska S u preme Court
accepts an appeal in a case like that,even though it may be a
routine case, they still have to go through a thorough analysis
of the record, a thorough analysis of all the testimony, all t he
exhibits, a thorough analysis of all the legal issues raised.
It is not like that once the Nebraska Supreme C'~urt r eceives a
c ase t h at t hey c an rubber-stamp the opinion of the Stat
Di=trict Court because they want to do a thorough review of each
case, and I think they should be doing a thorough review. l
your case is accepted for appeal before the Nebraska Supreme
Court, you should expect a thorough review of that case.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR McFARLAND: This alternative that is being proposed in
the committee amendments that would establish an intermediate
court are ac ceptable a nd I thi n k a wi se r esol u t i o n t o t he
current problem. We have more and more cases being litigated in
our court system, and perhaps in an earlier date when we didn' t
have as many cases being decided in our state court system,
maybe it was efficient and maybe it was reasonable to have a
right to appeal to the Nebraska Supreme Court, but b e c ause of
the time element and the number of...the great increase in the
number of cases being appealed to that court, there has t o be
some kind of m e chanism to reduce that caseload so that you do
not have the backlog of cases in the Nebraska Supreme Court, so
they are able to focus on the cases that are.

. .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Ti m e.

SENATOR McFARLAND: . ..where a controversy may exist and decide
important legal issues. Thank you.
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