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chal l enging the constitutionality of 5 statute. Aside from
that, and it is going to take a little tinme to try to get sone
of this into the record, so that is why | gm starting on the
comrittee amendnent, the bill, which is an amendnent to the
Constitution proposal, would create an appellate court composed
of , | believe, three...nine judges. |Instead of being able to

appeal to the Suprenme Court as a matter of right, you have a
right only to go to that appellate court, whi'ch would be
created, and it will not sit as a nine judge court. It will
divide itself into three groups, soyoudon't evenget an appeal
before the entire appellate court but one-third of it. e have
to consider what we are doing here. Wiat we are doing _is
proposing a trade-off, and this is what the trade-off consists
of : Providing nore convenience to the Suprenme Court by cutting
down the right of citizens to appeal in exchange for taking away
the right of citizens to appeal to the Suprene Court. Everybody
wants to have | esswork and continue to get the sane pay, but
when it cones to the resolution of problems that develo in a
society, the court systemis the one that has been es?abllshed
for that purpose in this state. FEyenthough a. person convicted
of a capital offense would have an absolufe right to appeal that
matter to the State Suprene Court, there are | esser degrees of
honicide. There are second degree nurder, panslaughter . These
crimes carry up to life inprisonnent. A person convicted of a
crime does not have a guaranteed right to gappeal that to the
State Supreme Court. | think anybody who has a serious matter,
whether it is being convicted of a serious crime or if th
matter involves a substantial civil matter, these people shoulc?
have a right to an appeal to the State Suprene Court. \when the
judges talk about their work load and how difficult it is to

resol ve these appeals,' it should be kept in mnd this is
not a manufacturing state where you m ght have conplex antitrust
cases in violation of a state |aw that nust be (esolved. There

are no esoteric or conplicated issues of such g volume as tb

take a lot of the court's tine. Many of the matters are fairly
routine. | don't think the court.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ... can make a case on the basis of their work
| oad that would justify taking away a basic right that citizens
have had fr om the beginning of the judicial systemin this
state. I hope you will carefully reviewthis proposal, and |
hope you will defeat jt. | am going to vote against the
conmi ttee amendnent, because if | were to vote for the committee
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