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by providing coordinating services rather than f r agment ed
services to be able to keep famly units together and to assi st

econoni cal |y disadvantaged fanilies and help themto become
econonmically self-sufficient. Andwe have found, after wehave
established this center, that we' re the first resource center of
this type not only in the State of Nebraska, but in the npation,
and because of this a trenmendous anmount of focus has cone to
bear on us and we have people visiting of a reqular basis now
=rom many ot her states and nany other parts of the country and
=hey can see how valuable it is to bring all of these agencies
together.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR BYARS: But we aren't COerI et ed. We need to continue to
work and strive in our efforts to conbine governnent, to bring
nore of these agencies together to provide better gservices and
LB 662 would assist us in continuing that effort that have
al ready enabled us to better serve the children and famlies ;
sout heast Nebraska and I'd Iike to share with you that this can
work in all of Nebraska and | woul d encourage you to support and
advance LB 662. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Nr. President. I'm sorry you're
going to have to listen to ny voice, but | do have a bad cold
and | apol ogi ze for that. Senator Scofield, | want 9 commend

you for thehard work and the several neetings that you had in
regard to LB 662 in the past year and a half and | do share with
you a concern about the integrity of the famly unit d doin

as much as we can in regard to the protectlyon of cﬁlﬂ dren a%d
that is one of the reasons that | decided to join you 4, this

bill, but, in the meantime,after reading the synopsis, there
are sone concerns that | have with respect 10 the broad sweep
and the open-endedness of the bill, particularly regarding the
bill reference to statew de conprehensive fanily centered ayray
of services. As an example, | would like to go to Section 6
and 7 of the bill on page 6 and 7 and part of Section 5, gnd it
says, it is the intent of the Legislature to phase in a
statew de conprehensive fam ly-centered array of services. It
is further intended that services established through grants
shal | become a part of the conprehensive service system. The

Director of Social Services, upon the recomendation of the
commi ssion, shall award start-up grants to e|jgible applicants
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