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interdisciplinary training approach a n d so we c r e at e t h i s
program. Under t he current draft of the bill,we still house
this with the Center for the Children, Family and La w at t he
University of Nebraska. Some of you have had individuals speak
to you about concerns about placing it there and I 'm convinced
that there is not a full understanding of how we envision this
working. I see that a s a cl ear i n g hou s e pr oc e s s . They,
frankly, don't have the staff to do all of the training, but we
need somebody t o mak e sure that the trainers out i n t he
communities get trained and that the right kinds of training
resources are brought to bear to help these communities address'whatever needs they identify. I don't know if you' ve ever been
involved with a community trying to dream up a solution to a
problem, but sometimes it s very, very hard to pick the right
one and then dec ide , i s t hi s go i n g t o make a d i f f er e n ce 'P
P roi'essional t r a i n i n g a c t i v i t i es w i l l be i nva l u a b l e . A s I s a i d ,
there is some disagreement yet about whether, that actually
should be housed at the way we have it and also should the same
entity do the evaluation to the program. I'm still listening to
people w h o ha v e br ou gh t t h o se concerns . You' l l n o t i c e o n t he
bill, when it was first heard, there is an impressive list of
supporters . Fat her Peter and his social workers opposed the
bill and it was based on their concern about the training and
evaluation piece. What I would like to propose, a nd I ' ve t a l ke d
to all the people just within the last day that are involved in
this, is that rather than get this thing involved in a logjam at
this point, I'd like to ask you to help me move the b il l t od ay
and then I'm going to pull everybody in a room and simply sit on
the bill until everybody understands and agrees exactly how this
process is going to wo rk and I do have an amendment drafted,
incidentally, that would simply change where that is housed and
that may be what the right solution is. But I want everybody to
look at that so that everybody really does understand how it' s
going to function. This is quite a complex p r o c edur e and i f
you' re going to do meaningful training and meaningful evaluation
and not get caught up in a turf battle, I think everybody has to
sign off on it and really understand how it is going to work.
So I will give you my commitment that the bill will not go past
Select until we r esolve that particular question. I t i s , I
th i nk , l ar g e l y „ a t echnica l ques t i o n and some failure to
communicate and some forgetting over the summer p erhaps of w h e re
we' ve been, and so I'm sure that we all want the s ame th i ngs a n d
we ca n r eso l ve t hat . But those are basically the four major
points that you need to know that the bill accomplishes. I have
also visited with the Governor's person, Karen Stevens, a nd I
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