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problens, that there was no difficulty that had peen
dermonstrated. Nerely by a...nereI¥ R% a new interpretation by a
division head in the Department o tor Vehicles, wehad these
peopl e have their lifestyles altered considerably. Sowe come
in with |egislation, | think Senator Johanns al so was involved
inthis particular piece of legislation. Wedid get involved.
We had legislation that did, in fact, pass a couple of years
ago, was vetoed as legislation that sonetimes passes after we' ve
gone home does get vetoed, and then we came back last year gang
we had a variety of approaches. This is an approach Senator
Robak brought in. | brought in a different approach that g
have dealt with this waiver procedure instatutes and this is
the bil | that is here today. |It's not that big a deal. As |
understand it, we are not putting unsafe people onto the
hi ghways. \What we're doing is putting, allowi ng people that
have been able to drive, have been able to rreeP these vision
requi rements through previous interpretation of the statutes 4
continue their lifestyle as they have in the past. |can recall
a few years ago getting sonewhat upset when it |ooked |ike what
we were doing was altering the statutes to put new people out on
the road that hadn't been able to neet the standards before. N
understanding is this doesn't do that. This is a bill that
allows those people who were driving prior to this new
Interpretatlon of the statutes the r|ght to continue to do that,
and | think that is the fair, just thing to do. Too often in
here | t hi nk the powerof government shifts away fromthose of
us that meke the laws to those who jnterpret the | aws. I'm
speaking with a little nore emotion than | m ght otherw se
because this nmorning | found out that the sane departnent, hig
Departnent of Notor Vehicles is doing the same sort of thing in
another area that affects the way people do their jobs and carry
t hi ngs out. I think it is perhaps a department of state

governnent t hat interprets jts ability to interpret rules and
regul ati ons sonewhat broader than they should, ¢{hat they tend to

override legislative intent nore often than they should and |
think that not only is this is a good bill for the purpose of

affecting those people who driv e wusing the use of bi optic
| enses, it's also a good bill to.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WITHEN: ...establish the fact that the Legislature is
the body of state government that is to be making laws 5;/q not
t he Departnent of Notor Vehicles.
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