January 10, 1990 LB 742

all there is and | nove that the comittee anendnent be adopted.
I would al so reconmend that the bill be eventually advanced.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussion on the conmittee
amendnents, Senator Smith. Thank you. Senator Crosby. Thank
you. Any discussion on the adoption of the commttee
amendnments? |1 f not, those in favor pl ease yote aye, opposed
nay. Record, please.

ASSI STANT CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays on the adoption of conmittee
amendnents, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The amendnents to the bill are adopted. To
the bill as anmended, Senator Robak, please.

SEN_ATOR ROBAK: Th.ank you, M. President, members of the
Legislature. LB 742 is a sinmple bill, just sinply clarifies the

current law that requires the Departnent of Notor Vehicles to
adopt rules requiring both a mnimmacuity level of vision and
a minimum field of vision. These minimal levels can be met b
using bioptic or telescoptic lenses in addition to eyegl asses or
contact | enses. Several years ago the Department of Motor
Vehicles did permit applicants to use bioptic and telescoptic
lenses to meet vision standards. The adninistration changed
and, therefore, there.cama a change of rules on this matter. In
other words, the | egislation js now.necessary because the
admi ni stration changed their rules and not because the
Legi sl ature changed the law. This administ rative policy change

has affected hundreds of Nebraskans who relied on their abilitly
to drive to rai se their family and makealiving. These people
had no accidents or citations and they | ost their driving

privileges sinmply because a new administration and a new
adm ni strator did not pelieve in the use of bioptic |enses or

tel escoptic | enses. Current law, jn Section 60-407. provides
that adequate vision standards to obtain a driver's license are
to be established by the Department of Notor Vehicles. I n
exam ner believes that the applicant fails to neet the standar 3

the applicant can present a statement froman optonmetrist or a
doctor that the Department of Motor Vehicle standards g0 et
however, the vision standards cannot be met using bioptic or
tel eseoptic lenses. Bioptic telescopes are telescopes that are
mounted on a pair of glasses. Theylook like ajeweler's
magni fier. This amount of nagnification varies from péerson
person. Low level driversare taught to use, taught to | ook
through their tel escope when they need to see detail, giherwise
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