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paper already, but the part about what some of the products
taste like, | don't change that. After this resolution passes,

which |"msure it will do..
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What about all the glass that is taken to
landfills and the tin cans and the bed springs and all these
other objects that are not degradable in any way, under any
circumstances'? Wiat about all that? ~ Wy " doesn't the
Legislature pass a resolution saying we will not use any
products that wind up in a landfill "that are not degradable, gng
then Senator Johnson can't use a glass cup or a ceramc cup to
drink coffee in. Wiy don't we get rid of these metal
m crophones and the plastic ball-point pens and nake everything
be done wi th wooden pencils and require themto be used down g
a half an inch of the eraser? Oh, and they can't have erasers
because | don't know that the erasers are degradable. We take
certain things, place a synmbolic act and try (g give the
i mpressi on sonet hing has been done when, in effect, npothing of
substance has occurred at all.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Rod Johnson.

SENATORR. JOHNSON: Nr. President, nenmbers, this debate has
bi odegraded to a point where 1'd like to nmove on as quickly g
possible, but, you know, the issue at hand | think is not
necessarily the health of the 49 menbers in this pg nd th
staff and the Pages in this room it happens to be t%g %ealth 0?
our planet and what we do to destroy that planet and | think
that we' re trying in a very inconsequential resolution to nake a
statenent to the people of Nebraska that we are concerned gphout
those things that are contam nating our groundwater, thatare
polluting the soil, that are going to be in those landfills ¢or
three to 500 years, and | guess |'mjust sinply at a point
trying to say that it's tinme that we wake up to he fact that
somet hing has to be done. W have to change the attitude of the
public. I think Ernie is right, Senator Chanbers, | believe
more needs to be done in the areas of recycling. That is, quite
frankly, the best environnmentally sound response to the

pol lution problem Unf ortunately, that takes a significant
change in attitude and also in the methods in which e dispose
of our waste. | would sinply say this. | would ask that the

body reject the Noore anendment because if you don't want to (o
anything this year, simply vote against the resolution. Then

8010



