January 9, 1990 LB 84, 747

peopl e are yearning for in the State of Nebraska. There was an
of fer of an anendnent at that tinme to have a honestead exenption

of $15, 500. It would have provided S405 of tax relief to each
and every homeowner in the State of Nebraska. They would have
seen some tax relief at that tine. |npstead, the paltry amount
that we did provide "nder LB 84 was swallowed up in increases in
property taxes. It will be |ost even further as we lose
the...as' increased federal, incone and state sales tax result,
and, ultimately, it was destined for failure at the beginning.
As | said at the tine, good politics, bad policy. Andthat's
exactly what we ended up with. But it wasn't even that, it

wasn't  even good politics, aswe have seenthe public has
responded in a very negative fashion to having a higher
?Xp_etc_tatlog of ttaXd rfelief_ andf thedn_no'%hseei ng it brought to
ruition. So instead of nmoving forward in the ~

Moore has t al ked about in holding the bill bac}te,shl'O\I?voulsde'pﬁlltr?kr
that this solution, if we're going to send ppney back in tax
relief and actually try and see sonme of it result where people
can acknowledge it, a honestead exenption is the best way to go.

And so | would encourage this advancenment of the bill. But .|

think, frankly, the longer termsolution to the problemllé's in
Senator Wthems initiatives on school finance, that school
finance is the brunt of the problemon |ocal property taxes, gng
that we ought to |l ook to long termsolutions and quit the
short-termpolitical solutions that we saw | ast year and we' re
possibly going to see again this year. |f we're going to go to

a honmestead exenption, let's acknow edge it and |et's fund it

and let's wunderstand it should be farinto the future, pot

sonething short-term At the same time, | think school finance
is just that sort of |ong-termsolution and one that we neednto
spend time on. But, clearly, hopefully, if we're going to start

tal ki ng about property taxes, we'll recognize the failure of

last year's initiative and not try and repeat that m stake yet

againin 1990.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Landis, followed by Senator Hall
and Senator Chizek, Senator Haberman, Senator Warner, Senator
Nelson, Senator Bernard-Stevens gnd Senator Moore. Seator
Landis, please.

SENATCR LANDI S: When you watch the Legislature and you watch
the debate oftentines you find little nubs of agreenent with a
variety of speakers fromacross the political spectrum apd as

listen to this debate, there are areas that | find of
agreenent with al most all the speakers. Fjrst of all, | agree
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