January 9, 1990 LB 259

have no problemw th, of course, the affiliation for high school
purposes and that part of 259. \wehavein Nebraskaseveral
probl ens i n education, not all of which are concerned with
G ass | schools only. The depopul ation of outstate Nebraska is
having an affect upon many of our Class Il, K-12 systems gpg
sonme of the smaller Class Ill's to the extent that | know there
are conversations between districts as to ways that {phey mj ght
consolidate their effort in one unitand provide hopefull'y a
greater variety, if not a higher quality of education, to the
hi gh school students within that district. Normal |y within that

particular conversation there s a great deal of concern, and
mostly | think it relates to the space, the area, {pe distance

between towns as you nove west in the state, gnd an interest in
mai ntai ning an elementary school in a town where there is
currently today a high school, and some assurance of the ability
to maintain that school. It woul d appear that as phase three
noves in, if we adopt the committee amendments as presented,
that it...since in many cases the cost per pupil is a function
of the number of students within an educational system ;5 ell
as the programs that are provided by that system that there

will be quite serious restrictions on small schools in that. ¢
their cost per pupil is greater than that of t{he total
affiliated district, then they will have to pay an additional
levy to pay that particular cost of services. There has been

some comment about the larger districts that have a nunber of

"sat el li te SChOOI s" W t hi n that., el enent ar% and Certai nl y school
systens that have a nunber of high school buildings within that.

Is the level of educational achievenent and opportunity al ways
equal between each of those'? Fromwhat you read in the paper,
probably not. And in closing | would Ilike to ask for
cl arhitfi%ation tb_ecau?es I tmthnk?t be under st andi ng phaset hree
ri . uestion o enat or e i

thhem, afqter 1994, if an affi Iiatgb dilst rt?%t XVDOullllddéont e%erqattvx%r
schools, and if the elementary per pupil cost 4t tne distriect
is, to choose a figure, $3,000, and the cost of education of the

students in the smaller school.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One ni nut e.

SENATOR COORDSEN: . ..was $4,000, would the snaller school, the
affiliated school have an additional levy to make up that
difference?

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes..
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