January 9, 1990 LB 259

Senat or Lanb' s anendnents

SENATOR WTHEN: . Yes, | would. | very strenuously object to the
Lanmb amendnent to the point where | do not. . to the poi nt where
I think that this anendment woul d take the heart out of what, 4
the committee hearing last year, was a concept tnat had
widespread agreement. |'mnot going to say, andif |'ve led an

people to believe that this committee amendment has 100 percent,

unani mous support, | m sl ed peopl e. | have not done so
purposely, and | think |I' ve been fairly clear in indicating that

there are still som people on the fringes who object to...not
in the Legislature on the fringes, but outside of the
Legislature on the fringes who do _obg ect to this particular
approach of the tax equity conmitiee amendment. g, this is
really the heart of those folks that have been telling you ipa¢

they support 259 in jts current form this is what they're
talking about. If this anmendnent goes on, the pattie will be
waged quite royally and the sup?ort that is there for a
resolution to the issue, quite frankly, || pe gone. If you
want to resolve the jssue am cably, | would suggest not
supporting this particular anmendnment. | f you want to see the
fight on mandatory school district reorganization reopened, tI%en
you nmay want to support the Lanb anendment. | would poi nt out a
number of  things, particularly Senator Lanb tal ked about an
original compromse. 1'd like to point out, guess, to the
body that what is in LB 259, as it was introduced in the green
copy, very similar to what | introduced in 940 a couple of years
ago. | was supportive of that idea at the tine. | would have
l'iked to have seen 940 pass in its original form a4it passed
inits original formwe wouldn't be here today. pgytthe NSIA,
the Nebraska School |nprovement Association gstopod on the
sidelines and woul d not accept 940 at that tinme. Atthe same
time the Class Il 's and II1's, whowere out there, whosaw that

they were going to |ose dollars under that bill l\:Ndould not
accept it. We couldn't get the votes to get it out of ucation

Conmi ttee because of the opposition at the end. The heart of
the compromise, as | see it, is the fact that in 1994 were
going to nove to a situationwiere there will peno t ax
advantage for continuing Class | schools. FEqf years we have had
peopl e cone in front of Joe Education Committee’ and say, why are
you al ways picking on us Class |I' s, we can't help it if we'live
In a situation where the taxes are different. W' re willing to
pay the same taxes as people in the adjoining districts, just
let us keepour schools open. That's what this >ill does it
lets them keep their schools open. | genui nely w~t to do that,
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