January 9, 1990 LB 259

commi ttee amendments which were, frankly, going to pemy |ast
mej or attenpt at seeking some sort of comprom se gn the

reorgani zation |ssue. The problems that remain, as far as
school district reorganization, jf you |ook at the Class I
situation you will see that there is 3 trenendous tax equity
problem that the |owest tax levies in the state, to support
education, continue to be in dass |I' s. W still have concerns
about quality education in Cass |I' s, because Cass |'s continue

to not be accredited, by and large. A |arge nunber of themare
beconmi ng accredited and are proving that they dp have the
educational experience to warrant their continued existence. e
have efficiency concerns. Onthe other hand, we. still have the
concerns of a large nunber of people in our giate who would very
much like to preserve that system of education. They genuinely

feel that keeping a Class | school open, where "they get
individualized attention, |ower pupil-teacher ratios, and a
system of education where it is across-the-boardand not
segregated into specific subject matter areas, g by far the

best method of educating kids, and they want to preserve that.
VWhat you have with LB 259 and the commttee anendnents to 259 is

a systemthat will do that. 1t will deal with the tax equity
i ssue, deal with the quality education issue, and will preserve
the | ocal control issue. Ver;a qui ckly, because |'mrunning oyt
of time, | wanted to go through t'hat background with you, 'T!)ut
I'mrunning out of time. ‘|et ne followthe time table here on
LB 259, the one-sheet handout that you have, to explain to you

what the committee amendments will do. And | turned my light on
so | can give nore explanation of the committee amendnénts”™ \yhen
It comes my turn ggain. What we' ve done with the commttee

amendnents is we' ve basically dropped things down xnto three
different phases. Phase one is basically just a continuation of
the status quo, and we're alnost out of phase one. Phase two
and phase two...by 1991.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR WTHEN: ...all Cass | school districts || have to
affiliate their property with an existing Il or Il'| school
district. They will basically do this affiliation tprough the
same procedures that are currently in statutes, and.they will
pay a levy to the high...support the high school di SPI’I ct. It's
very much nodel ed after our current nonresident tuition formula.
I'n phase three, 1994 and thereafter, we adopt what we call a tax
equi ty approach where everybody in an affiliated group wll pay
the same tax rate to support K through 12 education. It's
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