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decision. Senator Hartnett, four and a half hours |ater, four
ad a half hours they were finally cont..-cted by soneone in
Li ncol n. They could not send anyone tg this community that
evening so here sat the sheriff, what was he supposed to do?
Was he supposed to take those children home and keep t

ycu can't expect himto do that. Can he put themin a hospital !
take them down, what's he going to dowith then? Hehas
decl ared an energency, but the workers were not available, they
vveqi not ) avalr:f?lale to take care of the situation,sowe' re
talking about children, andwhen | standup here apnd raise

voi ce and tal k | oud about we need help on this issue, it's a Iny
different than on highways, on the University of Omha and
et cetera and et cetera. This is a different type an issue.
This is an issue that noney really won't solve, yarm bodies will
solve. So we have tg say, now | supported Senator \rner's
anmendment. \When they start to draw up how many peop e we'
going to hire, where they are going to be placed, hope that
"' mincluded because we have a different situation.

wanted to express that to you, Senator Hartnett, to put a Iltltle
frosting on what Senator Kristensengaid. In the western part
of Nebraska we do have a problemwith this issue. Thank you,
Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: _Thank you. Y other discussion on the
advancenent of the bill 7 Senator Wesely, perhaps you'd like tg
close.

SENATOR WESELY:: Yes, Mr. Spsaker menbers, thank you aga| n for

an excell ent discussion on a very inmportant bill. I think all
of us are veryconcerned about child abuse, about ch||dren in
foster care, and with the passage of this |egislation,

we' |l take a giant step forward in trying to adequately prOV| ge
for their protection and safety. The \Warner amendnent takes out
the specific reference to the national guidelines. | can
understand his concerns, but the intent is clear. \e have
national standards that we understand that we need 4 meet in

order to adequately staff our protection of children, I | an
to work with Senator Kristensen and Senator Warner to fu[r)tﬁer
clarify the bill, but I think the specific reference js not
necessary to acconpllsh the task at hand. There are now
Bresently about 259 workers involved in this area. \We are short

y national standards 102 staff positions that we need 5 a44g.

Ei ghteen were added | ast year. That leaves us 84 short. This
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