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S enator Sche l l p eper .

appreciate the support from Senator Landis, Senator M or r i s se y ,
Senator Kr i st e n s en . As I said earlier and will reiterate that
I ' d be willing to work with Senator Kr istensen on a
differentiation on these workers' placement r ecogniz ing t h e
travel time problem for our rural areas and I think t hat wou l d
be definitely advisable, so I ' m more t h a n w i l l i ng t o do t ha t .
Senator Warner did raise an objection dealing with the nationa l
standards. We did look at other states and a number of states
do follow those national standards, but I would be willing to
look at modification of that language. The real gut to the bill
says the director shall establish and maintain caseloads and
then it references the national standards as something as a
reference, but not necessarily absolute, a nd so I c a n s e e wher e
h is concern i s t he r e . The intent is to give some guidelines to
the director, but it also isn't attempting to be a straitjacket
so I c o u l d se e wh e r e we c o u l d , I h ope , a l l ev i at e Senator
Warner's concerns with fu"ther amendment and, again, I p l ed g e t o
w ork with him o n that. In follow-up to that, the national
standards that we have, i" was ra i se d I b e l i eve b y S e n a t o r
Scofie l d , she ' s back, Senator Scofield, I don't know if you
recal l , b u t w hen we had the Appropriations h earing on t h i s
measure, you raised the point on national standards, tied into
Senator Kristensen's point, that because we' re more r ural , t he
caseloads may be inadequate for a rural 'state, that the travel
time and the differentials that you just talked a bout , Sen a t o r
Kristensen, may mean, in fact, that we may be holding ourselves
back b y t y i ng into national standards i nstead of pu l l i n g
ourselves up , although at this point, obvious l y , w e ' d h av e t o
increase staffing to meet those standards. They still may not
b e a d equate , r eco g n i z i n g in the rural areas of the state, the
problems that they have. And so I ' m w i l l i ng t o look at tha t
issue , Se n a t o r W arn e r , and recognize the unique character of
Nebraska, but the bottom line is, as oth er s h a v e s a i d so well ,
the bottom line is the children and the children are not being
served. They are left in abusive situations, i t ' s i nto l e r a b l e
and we ought not to let it continue.

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Senator Coordsen, please, followed by

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you , Mr . Pr es i d e n t .
Wesely yield to a question„ please?

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, please.
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