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appreci ate the support from Senator Landis, Senator Maris sey,
Senator Kristensen. As | said earlier and will reiterate that
I'd be willing to work with Senator Kristensen gn a
differentiation on these workers' placenment recognizing the
travel time problemfor our rural areas and | thin that would
be definitely advisable, sol'm more than willing to do that.
Senator Varner did raise an objection dealing with the pational

st andar ds. We di d | ook atother states and a nunber of states
do follow those national standards, but I would pg wijli ng to
| ook at nodification of that |anguage. The real gut to the bill
says the director shall establish and maintain casel oads and

then it references the national standards as something as a
reference, but not necessarily absolute, andso | can see where

his concern is there. The intent is to give some guidelines to
the director, but it also isn't attenpting to be a straitjacket

sol could see where wecould , | hope alleviate genator

Warner's concerns with fu"ther amendnent and, aqain. | pledge t o
work with him on that. Infollow—upto%hat, t he nati onal
standards that we have, i" was raised | believe by Senator
Scofield, she's back, Senator Scofield, | don't knowif you
recall, but when we had the Appropriations hearing on this
neasure, you raised the point on national standards, tied into
Senator Kristensen's point, that because we' re nore . ,gj t he
caseloads may be inadequate for a rural 'state, that Yfhe traVél

time and the differentials that you just talked nphout Senator
Kri stensen, may mean, in fact, that we may be holdbl ng’ ourselves
back by tying into national standards instead of pulling
ourselves up, although at this point, obviously, we'd have to
increase staffing to meet those standards. They still may not
be adequate, recognizing in the rural areas of the state, the
problens that they have. Andso I'mwilling to look at that
Issue, Senator Waner, and recognize the unique character of
Nebraska, but the bottomline is, 3s5others have said so ell

the bottom line is the children and the children are not %’ei ng
served. They are left in abusive situations, jt' s jntolerable
and we ought not to let it continue.

PRESIDENT: Thank you.  Senator Coordsen, please, followed by
Senator Schellpeper.

SENATOR _COORDSEN: Thank you, Mr . President. Would Senaor
Wesely yield to a question, please?

PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely, please.
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