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Wesely.

toward an amendment to work with you as they develop. See,
right now the director is to establish those caseloads, we could
include an additional mileage factor and I think that would be
quite reasonable. I' ll be willing to work with you on it.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Norrissey, followed b y S e n a t o r

SENATOR MORRISSEY: Thank you, Nr. President and members, I r i s e
to support 720 and I really don't know what else can be said.
Everything I wanted to say has been said. I' ll agree w i t h
Senator Warner that maybe this national figure is something that
we don't want to lock ourselves into, but I' ve done quite a bit
of digging in my district, and just as in Senator K ris t e nsen ' s
district, my folks are definitely overworked, and this is not a
job, as he said, not a nine to five job, this is not a job that
is easy to leave at work like possibly my job or some of your
jobs. These jobs are ones in which the people get v ery m u c h
involved. The y have to get involved. They care ve ry much f o r
their clients and they really go out on a limb for these people
and the people...the turnover in my district, because of that,
because of the stress involved in these jobs and because of the
hours and the frustrations that these folks are f ee l i ng ,
tu nover in my district is very, v ery hi gh . And si mp l y , I
couldn't believe when t h e y t o l d me, and I'm sure you' ve all
heard it, too, that one of the way they prioritize t hese ca s e s
is the ability to flee. If someone can run and flee an abusive
sit uation, they get moved to the bottom of the list because they
barely have time to address the children that can't take it upon
t hei r o wn and l e a v e . They must concentrate on the children that
cannot flee and that just took me back. I could not believe it.
Th s morning the Governor was talking about more money f o r
pr sons, more money for police,s tronger d r u g l a w s . W ell , I
th nk if we really want to address these problems, we h av e t o
start addressing these problems by spending the money up front.
Intervention and prevention at the cause of the problem wil ls ave u s mo n e y in the long run. We can fill these prisons and
build more and fill them again and again and again, but until we
start addressing the problems at the root, it's just an unending
cycle and I would urge you all to support LB 720.

PRESIDENT: Th an k yo u . Senator Wesely, please, f o l l owed b y

Thank y o u . Nr . P resi de n t , members, I

Senator C o o r dsen .

SENATOR WESELY:
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