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harmed in the system that was created to protect them. A nd w e
have had cases and examples of delays in investigations that
have bee n. . .b r o ugh t i n j ury to children unn ecessarily.
Obviously, it's very important that in any case where a child is
being a b u sed t h at allegation be investigated a s quick l y a s
possib l e , a n d i f i t i s , i n f ac t , occurring, we need to intervene
as soon as possible and remove the child from further injury.
Obvious ly , we h av e a Family Policy Act that Senator Scofield
sponsored and we' re hoping to reconcile families where possible,
but there are also those families that simply are abusing t hei r
children and we ough= not to allow that situation to continue.
Currently, because of ".he lack of staff, we ar e havi n g de l ay s
and investigations t h at are fa r t oo l ong . They a r e
unconscionable . We wait too long when somebody h as b e e n
identified as possibly being injured and we should know this
about children, if a child is being hurt and we wait days, weeks
and even months to investigate, the evidence may not b e t he r e ,
the ability to p rosecute, to follow through, to take care of
that child may not be there, and in the meantime as those hours
and days and weeks and months pass, that child can be hurt and
abused even further. We shouldn't stand for it. W e should h a v e
the ability to have the workers across the State of Nebraska
able to intervene and step in and stop abuse of children. I' ve
passed out for you a summary of the cases of child abuse in this
state. Over the past four years or so, we' ve h ad a r ang e o f
between 7,500 and 8,000 cases investigated. Of those that were
investigated, we had between four and 5,000 substantiated. Of
course, that's whatever number too many cases, a nd hopefu l l y w e
can do some things to intervene and sto p t h e ab u se b efor e i t
ever happens, but certainly one of the things that we must
recognize is that if there is abuse we must b r i ng j u st i c e to
those individuals and stop that practice from occurring any
further. We are dealing with a range of six or 7,000 ch i l d r en
b eing abu s e d in this state every year. That' s h a r d t o ev e n
imagine that anybody anywhere could ever ab u s e a ch i l d , but
especially in Nebraska where you recognize family values and a
desire, I think, to support families and s t i l l t o h av e thi s
number of children abused is pretty unbelievable to even me, who
has dealt with this for so many years. We also have in legal
custody of the Department of Social S ervices , as I ' ve p ass e d
out, on a monthly average, about 3,000 children that this state
is trying to watch out for in our foster system. That ' s 3,000
children that we' re trying to make sure are protected and sa e
outside of their home. T his i s , o f cou r s e , a great con c e r n t o
us and any t i me we t a k e cust o d y o f a c h i l d we hav e a
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