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SENATOR HABERNAN: Withdraw them, please.

SPEAKER BARRETT: W it h d r a wn . Senator Wesely, we are back to the
main bill as amended. Proceed.

SENATOR WESELY: Th an k you . Speaker Barrett, members of the
Legis l a t u r e , i f I cou l d I ' d l i k e t o summarize the legislation
for you and then again open it up to questions. I unders t and
Senator Beck indicated a question, S enator Ha l l , and an yb o d y
e lse w h o wo u l d l i k e t o , I'd be happy to try and clarify. But
really the bill is not as complex as it might appear, but it is
a v e r y i mp o r t a n t p i ec e o f l eg i sl at i on . It sets the framework
for moving forward in an area that I think is very important to
the State of Nebraska. I did summarize for you how recently the
Legislature has done some very good things,adding a licensing
specialist, changing the rules a nd r e g s , add i n g sup p o r t for
Title XX. These are very positive steps that we' ve taken in the
las t t wo yea r s on child ca r e . Now we need to take this
remaining step of establishing, for the State of Nebraska, a
framework to deal with this important topic and let me star t
back and talk about how much our lives have changed in just the
l as t t wo d eca d es . You kno w , I'm not that old, but when I was
being raised by my family it was a situation across the board
that women did not work, that they stayed home and the"e they
worked with their families and raising t heir children in t h e
home and the vast majority of individuals were raised and almost
everybody, I t hink, on the floor of the Legislature was raised
i n a f a m i ly si t u at i on l i ke t h at . I would wonder i f any o f us
ever were in a situation where we were placed on a day in and
day out basis in a day care home, in a child care setting. But
t imes h a v e ch a n g ed . Today most of the children are in such a
situation, that today most parents find that both the woman and
the man need to be out in the workforce. They need t o b r i n g i n
the income to support their family and this means that their
children need to be placed in day care. That situation was not
the case 20 years ago, but today it is very much t he c a s e and
we' ve seen just in the last four years, from 1985 to 1989, the
number of day care facilities programs in t he st at e h as gon e
f rom 2 , 6 0 0 or so t o over 3, 400 in just a few years and this
increase is going to continue as we recognize t he d e mands ou t
there placed on families today for both parents to be working.
Now this is an option that people have a right to choose whether
they want to da that or not. Of course, many families decide
that they' ll stay home and r aise their children in a more

7850


