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SENATOR HABERNAN: W t hdraw t hem pl ease.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Withdrawn. Senator Wesely, we are back to the
main bill as anended. Proceed

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you.  gpeaker Barrett, menbers of the
Leglslature, if | could |I'd like to sumari ze the |eg| s| ati on
for you and then again open it up to questions. | ynderstand
Senator Beck indicated a question, Senator Hall, and anybody
else who would like to, I'd be happy to try and clarify. put
really the bill is not as conplex as it might appear, but it jg
a very inportant piece of legislation. |t sets the framework
for nmoving forward in an area that | think is very inportant ;4
the State of Nebraska. | did summarize for you how recently the

Legi sl ature has done sone very good things, addi ng a licensing
speci alist, changing the rules and regs, adding “support r
Title XX. These are very positive steps that we' ve taken in t%
last two years on child care. Now we need to take this
remai ni n% st ep of establishing, for the State of Nebraska, a

f ramewor deal with thjis inportant topic and | et ne start
back and taI k about how much our |ives have changed in just ihe

last two decades. You know, |'mnot that old, but when | was
being raised by ny fanmily it was a sjtuation across the

that women did not work, that they stayed hone and the"e t%
worked with their famlies and raising +their children in the
home and the vast majority of individuals were raised and al nost

everybody, | t hink, on the floor of the Legislature was raised
ina family situation like that. | would wonderif any of us
ever were in a situation where we were placed on a day I n and
day out basis in a day care home, in a child care setting. But

times have changed. Today nost of the children are in such a
situation, that today nost parents find that both the woman and

the man need to be out in the workforce. Theyneedto bring in
the incone to support their family and +this means that their
children need to be placed in day care. That S|tuation was not

the case 20 years ago, but today it is ver d
we' ve seen just in the last four years, ?lrom 198 to 58 taﬂe

nunber of day care facilities programs in the state has gone
from 2,600 or so to over 3, 400 in just a few years and this
increase is going to continue as we recogni zeé the demands out
there placed on fam lies today for both parents to be working.

Now this is an option that people have a right to choose whet her
they want to da that or not. O course, many famlies decide
that they' Il stay honme and raise their children in a nore
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