January 8, 1990

SPEAKER BARRETT: The time has come, Sepator Chambers,
(laughter) there are no other I|ights.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. M. Chairman and nenbers of the
Legislature, | listened to Senator warner and | listened to
Senator Lanb, and their coments tell exactly why we ought to
have this in our rules. Right now if a discussion were g pe
taken as to what we ought to do on a matter such as this, g,y
we' re at the end of the session, we would be thinking about
party, the personality of the Governor and thespecific issues
before us. By institutionalizing this procedure in our rules,

those considerations || not be what determ nes what we' re
going to do. It will be clear that whoever is the Governor,
could be somebody as wise, as humane, Senator Barrett, g5
considerate, as filled with proper judgment 4g nyself, or it
could be Covernor Kerrey, who vetoed sone of ny bills after a
session had ended. Andl wrote a poem about him that other
penple found amusing, but he didn'" t. | haven't witten a poem
about this Governor who sits in office, who vetoed a bill of
mne, well, on two occasions after the gsession was over. Sol' m
not making it an issue that depends on which party hasg
representative sitting in the Governor 's seat. Party
affiliation does not insure anything, except in somecases
el ection or defeat. Byt as far as the capability and conpetency
of the individual elected, party affiliation has very little

do with that. | would like us to institutionalize this position

in our rules sothat it'sclear when the session conmes to the
59th day and the 89th day, short and long terms respectively, it
is known to everybcdy that we are going to have 4 ortunit
to override. Frankly, | can't understand the fear tﬂgtp enat o
Lamb and Senator Warner have. |j you adopt their position, e
don't need a rule on anything, because 25 votes can allow us to
do anything, so why have a rule at all? \Whenever we talk about
something that mzght inpinge on a Governor who happens to be
sitting, the menbers of that party pecome hypersensitive
hyperactive in terns of trying to defend and ‘protect and shi g]ng
that individual. Yet in other settings, we hear these same
eople talk about the institution of the Legislature, how we
ave to rise abovepolitics, wehave to do that which shows
statespersonship. I think this shows statespersonship, because
we are fine-tuning the legislative system of which we are a
part. We have an obligation to strongly and aggressively defend
those prerogatives that belong to us as representatives of the
peopl e. Whet her the peoplewere wise o foolish in sendin
different ones of wus down here, they have to live with t%e
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