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and telephone interest in legislation that this b ody h a s
addressed. The peop l e who have shown their interest follow
t hrough t o s e e wha t hap p ens . In the past there has been
legislation that my constituents have been interested ir,and
w "..en I go h ome t hey s a y , w hat happened, o r t he y read ab ou t i t
ard t he y sa i d , ve t o , v eto . Th e y s a y , w e l l , Rex , why didn ' t yo u
o ver r i d e t h e v et o ' ? You supported the issue, it had 43, 44 votes
t o pass t h e b i l l , an d y o u k n o w I f ee l a little embarrassed to
say, well, we went home, w e adjourned . And t he n t h e y s a y , what
did you do that for? Why did you not stay and finish t he j ob ?
And I think they' re absolutely right. They are ab s o lu t e l y
right. If we stand here, if we vote 44, 43, 42 in f avor o f a
piece of legislation, and it's vetoed, regardless of t h e
politics of the Governor, I 'm willing to acce pt the
r esponsib i l i t y o f hav i ng the opportunity, if o ffe r ed , t o
override that veto if I'm in favor of the legislation. Now,i t ' s unfortunate to me t hat this issue has taken a political
f llare i n t h e p r e s s . You know i t hu r t me j u st a l i t t l e b i t when
I looked at the voting record of the people who voted on this
issue. Now it was split down party lines. A nd what b o t h e r s me
about that is this, we are a n o n pa r t i s a n b o d y . W e' re elec ted a s
a n o npar t i s a n bod y , we vote as a nonpartisan body, but here
comes an issue, here comes an issue that for s ome r e ason so me
people want to t hrow the nonpartisan part out the window and
make it a political issue. Yes, I visited with the high school
s tudent s ab ou t th' s, and I explained to them that there are 14
to 18 hard-core line party people in this body on both sides, on
the Democrats and Republican, that are going to vote wha t t he
p art y wan t s r eg a r d l e s s . And I think that's wrong. I t h i n k t h e
issue should be important. The citizens should come first. The
l egi s l a t i o n s h o u l d c ome f i r st . That's what should come first in
this body, and we do not have that opportunity to exp r e s s o ur
will if we, in fact, do not have the opportunity to override a
veto. And I stand very firm in supporting this issue, s o I
would a sk you to vote to re consider i t . Th ank you ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Sen at o r M c F a r l a n d , f o l l owed b y

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you, Mr. Sp e aker . I applaud Senator
Haberman's comments. This shouldn't be a partisan issue. I t ' s
" cal l y an i ssue o f p r oce d u r e . It's more of an issue of who
bears the final responsibility for the passage of legislation.
ft seems to me that we, as a Legislature, have the override

Senators Lamb and Warner .
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