January 8, 1990

meking a report on the bill or resolution to the Legislature,
provided the reconsiderationtakes place w thin eight” cal endar
days of the final action. Nowthis is the, in ny opinion, this
is the established procedure. It nerely clarifies what we have
bean doing, and | would ask that this rule change be adopted.

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY': Thankyou. Nr. President, menbers of t he
Legislature, the bill Senator Lanb is referring to was a bill in
the Health and Human Services Conmittee dealing with day care,
and so the scenario he outlined was onein which | was, of
course, involved as Chairman of that commttee. Hi s amendnent
is attenpting to deal with what was an interpretation problem
and |, frankly, don't have nmuch of a problemtrying to one way
or the other figure out how we handle those, because | sure
don't want to go through what we did on that bill again. The
basic problemis this. You have different bills that come
before comm ttees, and you all have sat through enough of these
to know that there are occasions in which the commttee (ecides

that you are going to handle a bill a certain way, amend it in a
certain fashion, but you have po amendnent before you that
actually has the language that you would need to adopt You
vote for things in concept and so, in this instance, we voted
for something in concept. |Itwas a conceptbased on a Kansas
|l aw t hat we had knowl edge of but did not have actual access to,
and so the conmttee voted to in concept amend the bill and to

go along these lines. And so it was followed up by nyself to
get ahold of Kansas to get this information back, and, frankly,

it just didn't come in until eight days were up,and then we
werein a threeday recess, andso over the recess period, we
took that |anguage and anended. drafted an anendnent and went

back to the committee and decided there was nppre conplications
than we thought because of the conplexity of the gjtyation, and

so we pulled the bill back in, whichis where we got into a
conflict with Senator Lamb. Al | amsaying is that is wa"er
under the bridge, over the dam  and all behind us, but «he

concept problem of drafting amendments for conmittees is one
that we always run into and the only question | have is with the

amendnent as Senator Lanb would have, opyijously, those of us in
conmittees when you sit down and you say, well, let's do this.
This would really put a stop to concept amendnents knowi ng that
if in eight days you didn'0 have it, you would have to report
the bill out with nothing. | nmean that is part of the problem
If you didn't have the amendment ready, how do you report the
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