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Eight hours is usually an entire legislative day. You know, you
can discuss a lot of things within eight hours. Multiply that
times three and, obviously, t hroughout t he p r oce s s , you can
d ebate a me as u r e f o r 24 hours, and I think there is very few
things in the last few years that we hav e deb a t ed mor e than
2 4 hours i n a r e as o n abl e d eba t e . Now the fact of the matter is
=hat lots of times when we debate things more than eight hours,
it is because one or two people or definitely a minority have
-hosen to hold the body hostage a nd go on f o r e ve r a n d ever, i t
seems like, and I think the cloture rule, like I said, this is
the same cloture rule I have been bringing to the Legislature
for a n umber of years. I think it simply makessense and i t
sets forth, the wording, you know you have eight hours to make a
val i d p o i n t o n a b i l l and , h op e f u l l y , you kn o w, i t c an b e argued
that what happens when eight hours is expired and there is still
some valid points need to be made, obviously, it is my hope that
those opposing the measure would obviously do the r easonable
things, they'd have a chance first and get those taken care of.
But, you know, in closing, in the closing for my opening, I want
to reiterate the fact of the matter is the question this morning
is not whether or not we should have a rule that a l lows us t o
c ease d e b a t e b ec a us e we already have one, but I think our
present rule suspension method of invoking cloture is very
u nfa i r , ve r y u n r eas onab l e , and by its very nature very much
prohibits the voice of the minority. I think a rule like t his
would be much fa irer, allow those in the minority more than
adequate time to make their points, and then allow us in the end
to do business as we were elected to do. I t h i n k a l l o f u s owe
the voters of the State of Nebraska that type of behavior, and
for that reason, I'd urge advancement or adoption of this r ule .

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, and members of the Legislature,
in baseball, Senator Moore, three strikes and you are out. As
you pointed out, in your handout, you have had it three times
and it has failed, and this is the fourth time around. I w o u l d
hope that we w ould not change our rules because of specific
issues that are confronting us this session. There h as n o t b e e n
strong support for a cloture rule in the past and I hope t he re
would not be support for it at this time. S o rather t h a n t a k e a
lot of time myself speaking at length against this immodest,
close to being immoral, proposition, I am going to see what
direction the deb'te goes. I do have some amendments which ar' e
not harassing type but that would be reasonable if you are going
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