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responsibility to come back and have the chance to try t o ge t
t he 30 v o t e s t o . . .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e .

SENATOR McFARLAND: ...override. I think if we establish the
rule the presumption will be that we will have that c hance a n d
you can make alterations after that. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. Spe'.;:er, members of the body, I' ve
been talking on these rule changes all day, and I was not going
to on this one. B u t I can't keep a promise to myself to keep
quiet, I guess. The reason I want to speak is I'm s omewhat
concerned with the direction of the debate here. I was one o f
those senators that had a number of bills vetoed after we went
home last year, and I was irate over it, I cannot share with you
the degree of intensity of the feelings that I had about those
b i l l s b e i n g v e t o e d . But I don't think that's t he r ea so n t o
support this resolution. Every year people have bills vetoed
that they'd rather wouldn't be vetoed. I t ' s a po w er that ou r
Constitution gives the Governor. It 's a power that a ll
Constitutions give to all Governors, to veto legislation. I t ' s
part of the very important checks and balances that we have in
o ur governmental p r o c e ss . And there is nothing inherently evi l
a bout a ny gove r n o r , Kay Orr, Bob Kerrey, Jim Exon, Charlie
Thone, or anybody for vetoing legislation. If they disagree
with legislation and don'0 think it's consistent with the good
policy of the state, they should do that. And th a t ' s wh a t o u r
Governor did last session. So I don't think that this ought to
be an anti anybody sort of issue, and I'm concerned that it may
be becoming that. We should not pass this rule change simply
because we don't like a particular list of vetoes. I t h i n k we
should pass this rule change, however, from an institutional
p erspect i v e . I t h i nk i t ought t o be . . .we ought t o , as a
Legislature, make the policy statement that we believe that we
should have an opportunity to have the final say by c onsider i n g
overr i de s o f v et oes , that that is an option t ha t t h e
Constitution gives us and this r ule c h a nge ha s pu t u s on record
saying we are go ing to accept that particular option, that we
will take the last say. And this is not an easy thing to do. I
guess it's really, in many ways, easy for a Legislature, a s w e
have done way too often as a Legislature,to look at spending
measures and say, oh, yeah, I like all of these, and s e n d t hem
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