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Governor, they have to bear the weight of the veto. That ' s not
the issue. The issue that 46 or 42 or 45 people in this body
want a piece of legislation, after debate, after a p u b l i c
hearing, after research, then we should have the opportunity to
express our will over the power of one person. Therefo re , I d o
support amendment ten. Thank you, Mr . P res i d e n t .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator McFarland, please, further
discussion, followed by Senator Lamb.

SENATOR McFARLAND: T hank you , Mr . S p e ake r . I think this is a
good proposal by Senator Wesely. I think he's focused on s o me
issues and some problems that have occurred in the past and that
need to be rectified. And I t r u s t , I wasn ' t h e r e at t h e i n i t i al
part of this d ebate, but I trust that all of you have taken a
look at just last year, at the bills that were vetoed without
any chance for us to consider them. It seems to me that the
present procedure is a system whereby we ac qu i e s c e and g i v e
u l t i mat e r esp o n s i b i l i t y for making the tough decisions to the
Governor's office. There is a degree of benefit in being ab l e
t o s a y we v ot ed for all these bills, and then when they get
vetoed in the Governor's office we can say, well, don't blame
me, I voted for the b i l l , o r I su pp or t ed t he b i l l , o r I
sponsored the bill, just because the Governor vetoed i t , i t ' s
his or her...the Governor's fault, not mine. That allows you to
put that responsibility in the Governor's office. But i t al so
has the effect that a l o t o f g ood l eg i s l at i on , whether i t
requires funding or not,can be vetoed by the Governor's office
and without a ny c h a nce to rectify that decision. And, a s
Senator Wesely said, some of these bills are unanimously passed,
or passed overwhelmingly. The thing that I would hope this rule
change would do is put the ultimate responsibility back to the
Legislature. That would maybe cause some consternation and some
problems with people who would t hen h av e t o take ultimate
responsibility for whether a bill becomes law or not. B ut i t
would a l l o w u s t o be the final determinant o f w h e t h e r a
particular bill can be passed over a veto. That, to me, seems
to be our responsibility that we should have as a L e g i s l a tu r e .
We ar e t h e on es that argue over these bills. We' re t h e o n e s
that handle these bills all through three stages of readings and
three stages of debate. And it seems to me by the time these
bills have come through the Legislature the people that are
interested in these bills and the sponsors of these b i l l s k n ow
whether this is good policy or n ot and sh ou l d h ave t h e
opportunity to come back, afte r t h e b i l l s a r e vetoed, fo r an
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