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opportunity as a body, as a branch of government to consider our
circumstance and consider overrides is totally irresponsible,
i r r esponsib l e . Now I think this body is responsible. When we
had a chance to override, for instance, I note that there were
some vetoes that occurred and we had a chance to overr i d e l a st
session . How mar y were successful, and these are on budget
matters, 5 were successful, 13 were not. So just by allowing us
a chance to override doesn't mean that everything is overridden.
And it may end up that none of them are ov e r r i dd e n . Al l i t
means is that this body ca r e s e nou g h ab ou t t he chance t o
corsider these measures that we give ourselves that opportunity.
And I, for one, think that this circumstance, yes, there ' s
chance to negotiate. I appreciate the Speaker has done a good
job, I'm not saying that he hasn' t. But it gives too much power
to the Governor. When he has to go in, o r whoever t he Sp ea k e r
is, and goes in and negotiates with the Governor they know that
t hey' ve got t h e u p per h and , a nd so t hey can h ave an o pportun i t y
here to do t hings on their terms, basically. Where this will
say, no, one way or the other this Legislature is going to have
the right to override. And if we can we' ll negotiate to move it
up a little bit. But you know that if you don't cooperate we' re
s tal l go i ng t o ma k e sure that we have that right. We preserve
that prerogative. And as a Legislature we should do that. Now
Senator Barrett talked about the long and the s hort s e s s i on , w e
should only do it in the short session, because that's where the
budgets are. I'm not focusing just on budgets, any bill that we
have, it doesn't matter if it's a budget bill or not, any b i l l
we have that we take the time to deal with and pass ought to
have the chance, if it's vetoed, for the sponsor in this body to
c onsider a n o v e r r i d e . So it doesn't seem to me t o ma k e any
sense to say it only applies to short sessions. I t s h ou l d a p p l y
as a universal, fundamental principle that we r eserve t h e r i g ht
t o ove r r i d e. We ' r e t he l eg i s l at i v e branch, we pass
legislation, ...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...we pass budgets, the Governor can veto the
legislation, she can veto the budgets, but t hen w e hav e t h at
last opportunity to override. It is our right and it ought to
be maintained by this body. Now I think that obviously we' re
going to...there's talk about the pocketbook. S enator B a r r e t t
talked about the per diems and stuff. Put that aside, please.
I understand the impact that you have and the time it takes and
all of that. But that is not how we should be making decisions.
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