January 4, 1990

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, members. | understand
the arguments that Senator Barrett and Senator Warner haye
argued against this ryle change. B ut let metry and refute
those and suggest that both Senator Nelson and Senator Chambers
and nyself are, hopefully, npre correct in supporting this.
What you have here is asituation where this Legislature has
been held hostage by governors, and | say governors, not j ust
this current Governor, but other governors inthe past and I' ve

been one of those. Naybe each of you have ad a simlar
experience. Now sonme of you haven't "had that, and I'mglad for
ou. Bu someof us have, wherewe' ve passed egl S|!]at| on, nd
nowi ng that it passed at a point where we won ave chance
to override, |' ve been called into the Ggvernor's office and
I've peen told that that bill is going to be vetoed unless |

hel p out on that |ast day of the gession on certain matters, and
that's the way it is. Andwhen| don't havea chanceto respond
to that, when | don't have a chance to override, to bring to you
that issue and have you hopeful ly agree but maybe not agree, g
| east have the opportunity, then | have no card to play. | have
no opportunity to respondto that sort of hostage holding
intimdation that has occurred, not just with one governor put
maybe as far back as any governor that had any ability to use
power, has utilized here in the State of Nebraska. |f you care
about the Legislature,and you do, you wouldn't be here if you
didn't care about it, you w an to support this, because

this is our chance tohave a level playir:sfield. vyes, it's
true, the last day of the session we may pass ' gisl ation and we
won't have a chance to override. But the intent of this is
clear. As far aswe can, on appropriations bills, on other
bills , not just appropriations bills, ws want t he chance s
best as we can, tohave at |east tha opportunity to consmiaer
overriding. Now, yes, there will be tinmes when gmendments and
other things will comeinto it and that last day we'll still end
up passing legislation, we' Il have tied our hands, wewon't be
able to deal with it. But again, as nu=h as we can, let's do as

much as we can ahead of time and use the calendars a
buffer us away fromthe sort of whipsawi ng that has occur?,ed |n
the past. Now | ust | ast session Senator Nel son got uﬁ:) t here'
a dozen of us that could get up about the different bills we had
that we worked hard on, that we passed, in sonme cases we passed
unanimously ~ on this floor, unaninously, and then had no chance
evento consider an overri de Nowyou =an disagree with that,
you can say you wouldn't vote againfor themand all that. I
understand that. But the whole point is to not goyen have the
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