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because it's easier obviously to have your vetoes sustained, i f
the Legislature has gone home, than to have the Legislature
a round and able t o o v e r r i d e . S o governor s t ak e adv a n t a g e of
that situation. We should not allow the legislative branch to
be t aken advantage o f . We should maintain our prerogative and
allow ourselves a right to override. And I think that's a
fundamental right that any legislature should protect. S o, w i t h
this rule change, we would do that. We would also provide for a
suspension of this five-day waiting period and if, for instance,
-he Speaker was able to negotiate with the Governor and we were
able to get back the bills for sure, ironclad agreement, a fte r a
t hree-day br ea k , a s w e' re l ook i n g at this session, we could
suspend this and go ahead and meet, only after three days a fte r
the second to the last day. That would be allowable. But a t
least we'd start from the point that one way or t he ot h e r we
wil l mai n t a i n ou r r i ght to override, and I thi nk that ' s
important for any Legislature. And I think, frankly, our
Legislature has been pretty easygoing on some things. We, I
think, spend the time working through bills, passing budgets,
and see them end up going over to the Governor's office and then
not maintain for us the right to consider vetoes is a little too
easy, I think. I think we have to understand that if we' ve gone
through the process of hearings and consideration, three stages
of debate, and decided that something is good policy, and t he n
not allow ourselves to consider, e ven consider a v e t o o v e r ri de ,
I t h i nk we ' re r ea l l y ho l d i ng oursel ves sho r t , and the
L egis l a t u r e d e se r v e s better than that. So I'm asking for your
support for this rule change. I t h i n k i t wi l l he l p u s t ow a r d
the end of the session and maintain the rights that I think we
have to consider all legislation that we' ve passed.

SENATOR LAMB PRESIDING

SENATOR LAMB: Chair recognizes Speaker Barrett.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I h av e
discussed, very briefly, this suggested change with Senator
Wesely. And I think we know where each other is coming from.
As I looked at the agenda that was forwarded to each of you,
u nder th e p r o p osed change we would t h e n r e c e ss . . .Senator Wese l y ,
follow through with me on this and see if you agree, we woul d
r ecess on t he 59t h day, and then we would count five days,
excluding Sunday, and come back then on the. . .probably t h e 12t h
for the final day. C orrect ? Ok ay . Fi v e d ay s , e xclus iv e o f
Sunday. I suggested to Senator Wesely earlier that we have
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