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on the issue that happens to be before us. If it is one of
those highly controversial subjects on which the Governor has a
position, we get one decision relative to germaneness. I f i t i s
a controversial issue on which the Governor has a position but
it is contrary, then we get a different ruling on germaneness,
and everybody is angry , everybody is grumbling, e verybody t al k s
about the politics. The rule, as it exists now, is not a narrow
rule. It is a confusing rule, and it lends itself to
manipulation and different constructions that are given, not
simply based on the issue that we are trying to have decided,
but based on the position that various people have o n t h a t
issue. If Senator Barrett really is voting against this
proposition because he is comfortable with what we h ave b e f o r e
us here, it is clear he doesn't see what we have before us in
the same way that I see what we have before us. I f he s ee s what
we have before us in the way that I see it, t here i s a p l ace
cal l ed "Bedlam" which I feel produces more that is coherent and
rational than is produced under this rule. I am not comfortable
with it. It is restrictive. What is being offered i s t oo
restrictive. Wha t some people, s uch as Senato r N o o r e , wil l d o
is look down the line and envision the possibility of so mebody
offering an amendment that he doesn't like, and he would w an t t o
be abl e to sto p it because it is w hat he wo u l d c al l
"nongermane".

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: The r e h ave b e e n i ssu e s t h at I st r c n g ly
opposed, and somebody would challenge the offered amendmei t on
the basis of germaneness, and I would vote in favor o f t he
proposition being ruled germane, even though I don't like the
proposition. All that that ruling does is prevents us from even
considering the offered motion or amendment. It ought to be
offered. We ought to ha;e as broad a range for legislating as
possible, and then let the arguments that are o p p o se d t o t h e
idea be given, as I would have to do in those instances when I
voted that I thought a thing w as g e r mane e v e n t h oug h I w a s
opposed to it. Wh en we are contriving rules, then I think we
ought to consider what is best for the Legislature in t erms o f
i t s j udg menta l act i v i t i es and the broadness of its power to
legislate. This would make a less confusing rule than t he on e
we have. It wou ld allow more consistent rulings,a nd over a
period of time. we would develop a better idea of where w e a r e
because w e ar e t al ki ng about what germaneness is rather t han
what germaneness is not. I don't know exactly how I will vote
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