January 4, 1990

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Wthem please.

SENATOR W THEN: Yeah, Nr. Presi dent,and nmenbers of the body’
just to add a little bit again to what the people in the Rules
Conmittee discussed when this came up. Frankly, Senator
Chanbers, | think there was a | ot of support for your position
on the Rules Comm ttee when Senator Korshoj brought this matter
to us for consideration because the committee did not think that
it proper to have, for instance, a five to four vote, nine
people on the floor, five voting yes to cease debate, four no,
calling the vote and saying debate is ceased and only nine
menbers are voting on it. On the other hand, we did, i'n fact,
synpat hi ze with Senator Korshoj's situation as he brought it to
us. He was bringing up situations where we will have a measure
on the floor that a | ot of people want to speak on, but a
nmotion to cease debate conmes up and there is 20 people wanting
to cease debate and nobody voting against it, but there are only
20 people on the floor and everybody here wants to cease debat e,

having to go through the process of asking for 5 511 of the
house, get people to come in whoweren'teven here for the
debate, to conme in to cease debate. The minute the vote to
cease debate, then they |eave again, taking five or Yen m nut es

to do that, so we are trying to come up with a gsjtuation where
we can accommodate both viewpoints, expedite the business when
it is the sense of the body to expedite it, but to allow for the
mnority viewpoint. Now in practice what will happen if Ron

Wthem still wants to give a speech on a nmeasure and | amthe
only one that does, Senator Baack doesn't want to pgar it

has i ndicated, but other than that, if | want to give a spee(rgﬁe
and the vote to cease debate is 15 to 1. | will exercise my
z ght as a member to askfor a call of the house, to ask then
fora roll call vote. So in that case in practicality, there
will have to be the 25 votes to actually cease debate. The onl
time that this will really be workabl e and nmaybe we ought to Jo
a unani nous...nmaybe a unani nous consent sort of thing would work
better in this particular case, | don't know, but the only time
that this will really be workableis in a situation wherereally
nobody is opposed to ceasing debate, it is just that we don' t
have the obligatory 25 votes on the floor to nmake it pass. s
far as your statenent, Senator Chanbers, that we ought to maﬁe
it...that we shouldn't have varying standards for passage 4 4
notion, we ~do have 3 precedent in the rules where on
noncontroversial resolution requires a vote y..a_ majorit f
those voting unless a single nenber requests’that it ‘be a Iyulcr
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