January 4, 1990

| east 25 nenbers to cease debate. \Were five or |ess peopl e, on
the ot her hand, indicate that they do not want to cease debate,
it would take a majority of those on the floor andvoting.
W thout reading anything else or fromthe rules, that is the
intent and purpose of this particular rule change which \as
unani mously passed to the floor in the Rules Conmittee.

PRESI DENT: Thank you. SenatorChanbers, please, then Senator
Withem.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Ch airman,and menbers of the Leg| s| at ure,
| object to this particular rule change, gnd | will not vote to
support it. To cease debate, even though there are a nunber of
times when a notion to cease is made and™a | ot of people are not
on the floor, there are various reasons that people have for not
bei n? on the floor, and | don't think that the value of g vyote
should be weighted, we-i-g-h-t-e-d, if one person can place the
house...can make a motion to place the house under call. gpe
person can move to cease debate; one pe".son, five people should
not be the ones to determ ne whetheror not a mpjority of the
body will be required to vote in a way that carries the day. A
motion should require a certain nunber of votes, period. Either

it should take a majority of the elected nmembers to cease
debate, which is what | think should be the case, o5 it should

not, but it should not be a conditional rule saying that if
unl ess there are five votes, five nay votes, then |ess than a
majority of the electedenbers can cease debate. Thisis not
l'ike placing the house under call where you may not have gnough
members to constitute a mpjority of all of us, oyenif everyone
in the Chamber wants to place the house under call. |t there is
cne person in the Chamber and that one person noves to place the
bouse under call, then votes to do so, the house isS ynder call
and that is as it should be. The purpose of that amendnent is

to allow business to proceed, that notion to place the house
under call. The motion to cease debate is avery inportant and

serious nmove that is to be taken when the notion is offered. |
think it should continue to require a majority of the el ected
nmenbers. Why should five people neke a (ijfference? Why not
four'? — why not 12? Wy not 10? Therules should not be
conditional . Either it should take a majority of ;5 o cease
debate or it shouldn' t. | amgoing to oppose this motion. |
can understand frustration that people feel, but frustration ;g
not a reason to change the rules of the Legislature, gnd1 don't

th:nkfrustration is a valid justification for changing this
rule.
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