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Bernard-Stevens.
PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Lynch, followed by Senator

SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President and members, to clarify some of
what Ernie said, I agree with, some I don' t. The impression,
Senator Chambers, was left that if, in fact, you had
25 divisions in your motion and you acted on 20 of them, you
just simply withdraw the whole package of 25 and we can ' t do
that under the rules. That's not what you mes;;t, I see, because
those that you air ady acted upon cannot be withdrawn, there is
no need to , t h e y ' re a l r e ady dead. So what we' re .talking about
here is after a question has been divided, what kind of action
can pr oc e ed. Bec aus e t he r e w as s ome c o n c er n abo u t the
interpretation of the rule in the past, because it did, I t h i n k ,
put the Chair in a terrible position and, in fact, w e ru led b o t h
ways during the session and rightfully so because of the absence
of a true definition of what the procedure should be, this
particular rule change was recommended. However, we a l l know,
as a practical fact of life, that if, in fact,someone should
want to challenge the recommendation of the Chair without any
rule change, that the rest of the divided question, in fact, can
be withdrawn, we' re going to have a vote anyhow to see whether
or not we overrule the Chair's decision. So if we' re going to
have a ch ange at t his point in time,even though I think it
might be more cumbersome, in fact, force a vote when we may not
need it, I w ould support the amendment recommended by Senator
Stevens and that would simply be that when a person who asks f o r
a question to be divided into, say, three parts after the
act'vity on the first part of the divided question, he could, in
fact, move to withdraw the other two and, at that point in time
then, it's my understanding with your amendment, S enator
Stevens, there would be a vote of the body giving you permission
to withdraw. Is that right?

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Be rn a r d - S t e vens ,
q uest i on .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I 'm sorry,
question , p l e a se .

SENATOR LYNCH: Oh, just say yes.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: No, no.

you' re be i n g ask ed a

would y o u re pe a t t h e
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