January 4, 1990

nunmber of the divided portions have been voted on by the
Legislature, that proposition pnas now, in my nind, becone the

property of the Legislature. |t has nolded it and_begun to
craft it into a formthat it wants this notion to be in. ~ |.; .,
longer is the prerogative of the nenber to sinply withdraw ’jW
Just as if | introduce a bill and it gets outhere on General
File, | decide | want to withdrawit, | can't i i
after | have introduced it unless there is aW'vto?%r%V tahe lEJlocljyI
Even if it's in conmittee and the conmittee has not acted on it,
even if the conmmttee has not set a hearing date, | have to get
a vote to withdraw the bill because once put in, it's not mne.
There is nore | eeway with an amendnent. There is no printing
expense like a bill. There doesn't have to be a hearing on
every amendnment so it's in .a different category. But once the

Legislature has taken action of some kind on a portion of that
anendment, it should not be in the discretion of the jntroducer

to just withdraw that without sone action by the Legislature
saying that it's willing to relinquish the hold that it has on a
pi ece of business that has becone the Legislature's through an
official act by the Legislature. So what could be done, if you
reject Senator Stevens' anmendment, is to have a person offer ~gp
anmendnment that contains 30 divisible portions, every one of them
obj ectionable. Let them debate the first one and reject it.

Let them debate the second one and reject it. and| could make
y~u debate 25 of them and then say, wg|]|, I"mgoing to wi hdraw
it because I don't want it anyway. Maybe | don’t even want the
amendnent that |'moffering, but since | can withdraw it at any
point, no matter what action the Legislature has .aken, then |
can, by this very neans, take a lot of time for discussion on an
amendnent t hat I do not want, that is not going to be adopted
but which nobody can do anything about other than myself as
introducer.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: | can nmake you discuss 23 of the 25 portions,
make you discuss 24 of themor listen to a discussion and vote
on each one separately and then withdraw it, because jt's mine
to do with as | please. Once the Legislature, in ny opinion,
has acted on a portion of a notion that "has been presented, ;
should not be theprerogative of the introducer to withdraw it
without at |east obtaining a majority of those voting or vyou
could say unaninous consent. Byt there shoul d be something by
the Legislature that relinquishes.  that shows it relinquishes
its hold on this piece of business, whatever it is.
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