January 4, 1990

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The original position remains. s have to
take two votes...

SENATOR WITHEN:  No.

SENATOR CHANBERS: ...one to reconsider and the second is a vote
as to whether or not we change what we did.

SENATOR WITHEN: No.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And if you don't get enough votes to overturn
it, then the original action remains affirmed.

PRESI DENT: One m nute. Senator NcFarland, please, followed by
Senator W them

SENATOR NcFARLAND: This brings a lot of interesting giscussion
about the rul es, Nr. Pr esi dent . Let ne jUSt addr ess t he one
situation and tell you ny reasons for opposing this rule change.

M/ understanding is that in the instance of an override vote,

for example, it 30.. jf there are 30 votes to override a veto,

then under the present ‘system a senator can MdVe {5 reconsider
and if he or she is successful in getting 25vyotes to
reconsider, then the vote has to be taken again to see if (hqre

are 30votes there to override again. In effect, | think
Senator Wthemis correct when he says that it is al nost as i f
the first vote has no effect whatsoever, and | suppose that is
true, because then you have to get 30 votes all over again. I
woul d ask you just to look at thenunbers though. |5 Gdf, in
an override, you get 30 votes to pass or to override ihe yeto

30 affirmative votes, that means that you only have a naxi num of
19 no votes or 19 no votes along with the nonvoters. That means
that in order to get a notion to reconsider, that person still
has to convince not only the persons, the 19 who may have teq
no or were nonvoters but he or she also has g get six
additional votes to get the 25 necessary to reconsider. So it
seens to me that if, in fact, the notion toreconsider is
i nappropriate or does_n't have sufficient merit to in effect

require reconsideration, then the...then the 25 votes are not

going to be there. But the practical and, to me, the

theoretical view of the whole issue.is shouldn't we allow a
majority vote, a mpjority, 25, to reconsider a particular Issue?

And | think requiring 30 is just too rnuch. You cannot always
assune that the 30 who voted yes on an issue are that definite
intheir vote. Nany times we pass legislation with 30 votes
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