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30votes as opposedto 25. Now | wasn't here when these went
into effect but I think, as | understand the history of these,
for instance, the notion here to require 30 votes to "reconsider
a vote on Fi nal Reading, theeason for putting that in, 5|
understand it, was because there was just way to0 pany moti on
to reconsider. | youdidn't get your 25 votes to gass a |FI
on Fina) Readi ng, you would quickly change your vote, put. a
notion up, get 25 votes toreconsider and cone back up again,
you still wouldn't get your 25 votes to pass it. The
reconsi derations were just taking way too much time. Now your
Rul es Committee responds, attenpts to respond to the types of
things you hear are comng from |legislators on the floor.
Unfortunately, we do our work at the begi'nning f the session
when your nmenory isn't quite as fresh on what tends to happen In
here. I know, regardl ess of what happens with this rule, that
about a third of the way...two-thirds of ¢the way through the
session when we're hot and heavy into mafters and the
reconsi deration nmotions start flowing, you are going to hear
peopl e conplaining and saying, whydo we haw all these
reconsi derations? I'm sick and tired of reconsideration
noti ons. What the Rules Commttee is doing is in a couple of

i nstances we are attenpting to make the reconsideration a little
nore difficult and | think it's a fair consi deration. What
we're saying by this rule change is that a sinple nmgjority of
peopl e oun]:]ht not to be able to undo what a supermaj orityhas
done. f it requires a supermajority tooverride a veto or a
supermajority to suspend the rules, then a sinple majority ought

not tc be able to undo that. You also ought to have g
supermaj ority to undo that, because keep in mnd what a
reconsideration does. |t doesn't just say, let's take another
vote on what we have done, let's see if we want to undo at we
have done. A reconsiderationmotion, when it's successful, it

undoes the previous action that was taken. This is a
di scussion, | know, Senator Lanmb and | have had over the years

with the Clerk on whether a reconsideration notion ought to~just
sinply mean a chance to undo what you have done, or does the
reconsideration notion actually place’you in time back prior 4
when the action was taken? And our interpretation of our rules
is when a reconsideration ..otion passes, whatever you're
reconsidering, it's as if...it is as if it has never happened,
that you' re back in time prior to that. sp in the case of an
override notion, when you vote to reconsider the notion to
override you are back intime as if that first yote had never
taken place. It undoes it. And to undo an action by this body
that required a sinple...a supermajority, you ought to have that
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