January 4, 1990

are there are overworked and underpaid and furthernmore there jg
a high turnoverin the state department in trying to supervise
and follow and allocate. these children to particularly caring
homes. | think it is inportant to renmenber that the funttion of
the committee is not a crimnal investigation. | know that the
press and sonetines reports are made which suggest that this
committee is really like to investigate for crimes. Thatis not
their specific function. The really...the purpose of the
commttee is to investigate and see if we can change

| egislation, change the |aws that would help prevent this %ype
of problemin the f.iture and | think that there gre some laws
and that things need to be changed wi thin the state agencies of
our governnment to try to make sure that these kind of problems
do not occur again. If, in the course of those investigations,
the conmittee uncovers criminal conduct, then, of course, it
becones their duty to submt that information to the appropriate
authorities and | think the conmittee can do that. | just think
that it is a good process. Ny resignation was not pronpted
because of the purpose of the commttee “or the goals of the
conmittee, my resignationwas pronptedbecause | thought the
initial legal counsel and investigator were (oin an adequate
job, actually doing avery conpetent job and that their efforts
were not appreciated as they should have been. Nevertheless, |
think it 1s important to continue the investigation. | think
that the menbers of the committee are. . .that remain there, r
dedicated to investigating all of the allegations and |I can tg]F
you fromreading those reports, there were plenty of allegations
and there were reports of numerous incidents that occurred.
None of them could be absolutely verified. Some of the reports
were inconsistent and sonme were outright contradictory, but ny
view after reading all those was there wer e too  many
consistencies, there were too many reports from different
sources that were simlar that suggested that there was really a
significant problemhere with the child abuse and how the
children were shifted fromone hone to another and how t hey were
not supervised and how t he caseworkers were not abl e.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: . ..because of their staffing and because of
time limtations and whatever to do a proper job in their
supervi sion of the children and nonitoring cf those children and
how t hose homes were being adm nistered. So | would reconmrend

that the body pass the resolution, appropriate the noney and | et
the investigative work continue, and | woul d hope that the
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