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legislators, hiring their own investigators, be able to | jcover
evi dence which, as we were told tine and tine and agai n and on
the streets of Omaha everybody knows, ypnquote. It is apparent
to me that the system of governnent has br oken down.

SENATORR. PETERSON:  Senator Schmit, do you actually need
200, 000. Woul d 100,000 do you for nowtill we get these final
reports back?

SENATOR SCHNIT: Senator, let ne tell you this. | don't have
any doubt that at this tinme there are hundreds if not thgusands
of times as nuch noney being spent to contain this investigation

than | am asking for in this resolution. |don't knowwhether
100,000 would be enough. | amtelling you that right now we are
askrng for 200,000, Senator, and | thi nl

the m)ne% is going ¢to
be needed. And I mi ght al so add that | thinkthere m ght be a
need for more money.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR R PETERSON:  Wel |, thank you, Senator Schmit, for
enlightening me a little bit. | ‘am ..l can see what youare
doing and | commend you for that, but at this point I have ot

reservations |ike Senator Crosby and Senat or Schel | peper whet

we really need that nuch right at this time, so | don't know
what | amgoing to do, but thank you anyway.

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator NcFarland, please, followed by
Senator Baack.

SENATOR NcFARIAND: Thank you, Nr. President. As someone who
was a former menber of the commttee, | have sone bac groung

this issue, although certainly in t he past recent nonths | have
not been familiar or privy to the jnpformation that the other

committee menbers have been know edgeabl e about. vertheless,
I woul d recommend that the resol ution be approved ang that the
appropriate noney be set aside for the conmittee. |; seemed to

me in the initial investigation, and | read through all of the
initial reportsthat it becanme readily apparent that the foster
care systemin our state is not working adequately. Th re
just far too many children who are shifted fromhone to ﬁone \?h
are not supervised by their counselors and their persons
assigned to supervise their wak. The people jn state
governnent who ar e supposed to be carrying out these functr ons
do not have enough staff to do an adequate job. The people that
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