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knowing how to proceed. Senat or Schmt wants to see if the
horse would jump the crevasse and |'mlooking to find a ford
that will ensure a better result, but we both want to get to the
other side. | personally amgoing to vote against the motion.
I think you' re all free actors to decide for yourselves howto
proceed, but the body has before it many other priorities and

options and, frankly, | don't think today, if it' s put to a
VO'€, will bring relief for people who deserve relief and |
woul d assunme if that's going to be the result that | fear, have

another day when the opportunity is better to try to strike gt
for that renedy.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY:  Nr. Speaker, penpbers, | want to thank Senator

Schmit for raising the issue on the floor. | know it has caused
a lot of consternation among people and appreciate their
i ndul gence. | guess the issue is just one that won't go away

and we' ve said that time and again whether it's today or next
year or the follow ngyear or whatever, but on and oh and on we

will  continueto look at this | ssue until it's resolved and
these people are repaid their principal. | think that's maybe a
poi nt that has not been | ost on anybody on this floor. You know
it, and I'm simply stating it. It's not...it's the nost

important priority to me, it's the nost inmportant priority to
nunber of ot her senators, but it's also not the nost inportant
priority to a nunber of you who have been helping s with the
bill and we understand that and appreciate that. pytthere is a
way in which we could act on the legislation. w can bring it
up and we can vote on it and we could pass it and we can sen% it
over there and the Covernor has options. She isn't |ocked into
a position of signing and fully funding the bill. Shehas
options. She can veto it down to a level of funding that with
the other budget items she has %ot over there and that is a
course of action | think we should take. | know that there has
been a | ot of talk of linking the Commonweal th issue with other
i ssues and it has scared votes off the measure and I'msorry 4
see that, sorry to hear that. W want very nuch to understand a
couple of things. First off, if the bill passes,eyenif no
funding is included we cross the threshold of saying V\AY? We go
sonething about this problem and at least we will cross that
and say, yes, wewill. And then the question becomes, how do we
finance it, when will we finance the issue? Hopefully, wecould
et that done this year. It | ooks like that may not be possible
ecause of all the other comitments +that seemto have been
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