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a little time to Senator Doug Kristensen who would like to
speak.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Kristensen, please, wehave about three
mnutes |eft.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, M. President . Thank vyou,
Senator Peterson, for letting ne speak briefly on this. Apdi

think it's inportant if | can give you some expl anation, Senator
Peterson, froma perspective that | have had with this. apgwe

really are looking at the saddest cases of people. These people

really do not have a | obbyist, they don't have an interest group
and these are the people who are the chronically nentally ill
people. These aren't the people that go out and drink too mych
and try to commit suicide gnd we b.rin% themin for 30 da%ts
evaluation. We work on thema little bit, They go back out with
alittle community support and they're back out in t he

maj nstream These, truly, are the people who have the nost
critically and chronically mentally ill needs. And these are
peopl e t hat ordinarily a county has nothing they can do with
them You can't put themin jail. Theydon't belong in jail.

That's  not the proper place for them ~And, really, what is the
system what you do when you come into contact wth these people
is that you have to find a facility for them |t isn't sonebod
you can just stick in a hone or a foster honme and have sonebody
| ook after themor |ook in on themday to day. These are people
who need constant care and constant |ooking after and you j ugt
can't go to a regi onal center' like at Hasti ngs. Hast i ngs does a
wonderful  j ob. Hasti ngs deals with emergency protective
custody, peopl that you can deal with on g short-term basis,
but there is a drastic need for them Al though Norfolk is
certainly not in ny district "and I am certainly probably pot
going to send many people up there, the people in that area and
probably in the Omha and Lincoln area would use that facility a
lot. And in terms of priority, as you ook at what society's

basic needs are and | think to deal wth the chronically
ment ally |_|| is one of our nost basi ¢ needs. | understand this
is a continuing expenditure. | understand that that's not ver

popul ar and that's something we' re trying to avoid for financia
reasons. But really what we're trying to deal with is people
who can't deal for thenselves and WhO_ Can't_ t ake Carenof

t hemsel ves and who are extrenely nentally ill and it's one thing
if we had some other services. but, quite fr:,nkly, these 34 beds
aren't just for 34 people. = These beds are probably going to

deal with about 400 individuals during a year and thoseare
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