May 24, 1989 LB 429, 813

PRESI DENT: Notion fails. Nextone, please.

Cf ERE Nr. President, Senator Wsely woul d nove that Agency 20,
Health Care Cost Index, become |aw notwithstaading the
obj ections of the Governor.

PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. President and nmenbers. | want
to express my appreciation. A few days ago law week af"er we
di scussed LB 429, the Certificate of Need |l aw, gndwe discussed
the health insurance issue and we discussed a nunber of itens
related to health care costs, we also sat down and Senator Baack
and | discussed how can we get a handle on this problem of
heal th care costs. | have passed out for you sonme nore figures.
You're already aware of how big an increase we' ve had to expend
in health care costs over this budget period. Right now, we're

spending 2 billion a year on health care in Nebraska andur
budget is over 300 million for Nedicaid, of which we spend a
little over $100 million, well, a little over is 110million and
then next year 121 million dollars. We'reseeing increases in
the range of 38 percent, you know, 30 to 40 percent 4 vyear on
prem uns. We' re having a run on the budget based on t'he health

care cost increases we've had. This is an amendnent we adopted
to ask or $36, 000. That's all, $36,000 to begin to | ook at
what information we m ght have to get a handle on this problem
health care <costs, where are they are? Where are they going?
Wiy are  they going up? Answering questions |jke that,
cooperating with our employers,cooperating with our insurers,
cooperating with our providers. There's no mandate here, no
information that woul d have to be provided, but in a cooperative
sense try to start down the road of getting some information on
this very |np0r.t ant |SSU.e. | woul d hope t hat you' d He il lin
to support this, considering how much we spénd on anvth careq
and how nuch nore we' re spending on health care this year. 7pig
is the one attenpt that we would have to try and get a handl e on
the problemand do sonmething about it. \Wthout the information,

I don't know how we' || develop the policies or begin to g4dress
this issue. Until we get that information, wecan't evenstart
down the road of addressing this very inpcrtant rssue. gg with
that, | would ask your support for this override. It's a very
smal | anount of money and it would do agreat deal to help us
with a very inportant and costly issue. | would ask for the

adoption of this override notion.
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