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PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I feel very uncomfortable this morning as always happens when a
saint and sinner are in proximity going the same direction. I 'm
talking about Saint Labedz. This is an issue that I strongly
support as far as voting for the override. I have been critical
when we were talking about public education matters b ecause so
much d i sc u s s i o n goe s to what I call aid to schools but not to
education. I t's difficult to fied anything that bears more
directly on the a spect of education itself than books. All
children, as Senator Withem and others have i ndi c a t ed , h av e a
right to a de cent education, a s good an educat i o n a s c a n b e
provided by the state and i ts i n s t r um enta l i t i e s . I n t h i s
instance there is a situation where certain people choose to
send their children to nonpublic s chools . I h av e n ev e r h ad a
chil d i n a nonpu b l i c school, I want to match Senator Withem
credentials for credentials, I have never attended a n onpub l i c
school. Naybe I'd be better off had I attended such schools,
and maybe I wouldn' t, but the f act is tha t t hose ch i l d r e n
r egard l es s o f wh i ch school, public or nonpublic they attend,
should have the same opportunities. Books h a v e a l wa y s b een
things that had a special meaning to me. When I was v er y y o ung
I quickly became aware of the fact that adults don' t tel l
children the truth. Senator L abedz , when I went to church, I
went to a Fundamentalist Church. They p r a y ed , t h ey wh oo p ed ,
they hollered, they believed in the Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost, they talked about loving the children, but when it came
to the actual treatment of chi l d r en , t hey were some o f t he
meanest people I h ad ever se en i n my l i f e , and I q u i c k l y
developed a principle, that if those in church who were t a l k i n g
t o G o d a l l t h e t i me , and in the church I went to the God they
worshiped must have been deaf because of how loud t hey h ad t o
shout to get his attention, or maybe he was just too intelligent
to pay attention to nonsense such as that. But in any case, it
taught me that adults do not deal fairly with children, that
they do not tell children the truth and I developed the practice
of questioning everything an adult told me. When I was g r o w i ng
up I was very meek, humble and obedient, so t h e quest i o n i n g I
did of adults was deep down inside of me and the place I had to
go to try to get information was to books. When they told me
things were in the Bible, I read the Bible to see if that were
so. When they told me other things I would try to find sources
other than those people to see if such things were so. I n the
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