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Senator Schmit.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit, please, two and a half minutes.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I appreciate the
remarks of Senator Labedz and Senator Withem. I am not a v er y
diplomatic person. I f I were in charge of the private schools
I'd do just what Bernice said, I would close t he sc h o o l s nex t
September first and I think that Senator Withem has touched upon
what would happen. The re would be chaos in the public school
system. We would find then a much greater b urden p l ac e d upo n
the public school system. The 147,000 is a token and only that.
I would suggest we have a bargain in this instance and we ought
o grab it and live with it. I do not think that there i s an y
reason why we cannot encourage the parallel of institutions that
we have in public and private education. I complai n o nc e i n a
while to Father Herbek about the cost of private education, but
I can tell you very frankly that if the public school system had
to educate the children who go to the private schools in the
counties I represent, my taxes would be s ubstantially h igher ,
much, much higher than t hey are today on the farmland that I
own, and so therefore, ladies and gentlemen, I say yo u get a
good buy here. I"'s an acknowledgement by the Supreme Court
that it is legal and we ought to acknowledge that we concur and
we ought to override in this instance. If we don' t, ladies and
gentlemen, I' ll guarantee you, the time will come when the cost
will be much more substantial. It's not a promise or it's not a
t hreat, it's just a fact of life. All of this talk about
priorities, as Senator Abboud talks about priorities, ladies and
gentlemen, the priorities are different once you' ve gotten your
o wn b i l l passe d a nd s i g n e d b y t h e Governo r . Then we have an
entirely different set of priorities. I 'm going t o o f f er an
amendment later, or I'm going to offer a motion later on which
will give you a chance to bite the bullet.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMET: ...and reassign some real priorities when I
offer the motion to r econside r t he b r acke t motion on the
Commonwealth bill, ladies and gentlemen.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, I would yield my time to S en a t o r
Chambers.
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