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a long life, approxinmately 18 years, to get to the point where
it was finally approvedby the courts. The question was, at
what |level do we fund it or do we fund it t all? or same
reason or another the Governor feels that tﬁe program sﬁould not

be funded. Her veto messagesent back the entire anount of
noney | think that was appropriated less the $750 that was in
the original bill to be vetoed out. The textbook |oan program
is nothing nore, | think, than recognition of the effects and
the inportant position that private schools play in our overall
educati on systens at the elenentary and secondary |evyel. The
loan programis, | guess it's a gut issue. You' re either for it
or you're against it. |t has been |abeled as something that is
going to grow to proportions that nake, think, people feel

that it should not be in place at all. |p my'mlnd it has, |
stated earlier when we debated the issue gndi t was adopted,
that I would never see this program grow ng beyond what. |

think at that tine | said a half a mllion dollars would

outside ballpark figure with regard to where it should be
because it should be nothing nmore than a Loan program. It

shoul d not be a substitution for the purchase of books for

private school students. Wth that, Nr. President, | would, as
| said earlier, it's an up or down issue. |t is not one where |

think folks are going to cross the line on and | would urge that

the veto of the textbook | oan program be overridden.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Yes, Nr. President, colleagues, this is one
particular programthat | think is a very, very worthy program
and | ooking at some of the veto overrides | would say it' s

probably one that should be overridden. Unf ortunately, I'm
oing to take the approach on this particul armeasure that |
ope we' |l take on all the veto nessages in that we have to hold
the line, we can't override any of the vetoes. Andit' s going

to be difficult because there is some very worthy prograns that
are a part of these...that was a part of the veto nessages, puyt
every single dollar that we override is going to be taken out of
bills that we passed, future bills. There is still $28 nillion
that has to be vetoed out. Every dollar that we override is an
addi tional dollar that is going to have to be vetoed out after
we adjourn. It's a tough situation for us to be |, especiall

when we have a bill and a particular amount of noney that is a
worthy as this particular issue is. But | would hope that the
body would hang strong, not override any vefoes and hopef ul ly we
won‘t have any problens wth bal ancing the budget. But it is ny
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