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been paying and paying and paying for a plan for five or six
years we have known has been an expensive one and not featuring

the sort of cost containnment that we should have adopted back

five or six years ago. Nevertheless, | don't think we have nuch

option at this point, but my concern again.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SFNATOR WESELY: ...is that | do acknow edge that we are putting
$35,000 from the Departnment of Personnel to study the current
heal th insurance plan, again the Personnel Department peing in
the executive branch. This Legislature has got to get a handle

on health care costs. We are facing again this issue and her
issues in the budget that are costing us mllions and m ﬂ 1 ons
of dollars, $100 nillion in additional health care costs over

the next biennium and we are yet to have any sort of solutions
as to what to do about this problem and our solution today to
deal with the health insurance planfor state enployees is to
have the executive branch take a | ook at the issue. I reall
think that again |ater on | amgoing to be making a notion ¥o
override a $36,000 veto to get a health care cost index going in
this state. Why are our health care costs going up so nmuch?

P RESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR VESELY: \Where arethey going up so nmuch? Andwhy am |
running out of tine so quickly? [etme..

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Schmt, please.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Nr. President and menbers, this resolution from
the Appropriations Commttee relative to the problem of health

i nsurance in the State of Nepraska is one which is of

considerable interest to all of us. | want to enphasize again,

because if | don' t, | amsure soneone will, that | am nember ¢

the Board of Di rectors of Blue Cross and they pay ne $5,00% a
year. So | want that on the record. | want to enphasize that |

amnot going to participate in any great length in this debate

but | just want to sort of reiterate some of the words that were

stated hereearlier, that is that health care costs continue to
escalate, and that the insurance carrier in this instance is

really a management teamfor the state. They manage the fund,

pay the <claims, and the state supposedly =~ pays the bill

Frequently on this floor, we enact |egislation which encourages
the increase in cost in health care coSt. Thereis no doubt in
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