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SENATOR WESELY: Is the basic decision then. . .okay, I kn o w t h e y
have indicated that they have lost money over the course of the
last year or so. They are anticipating just taking t hat l o ss ,
is t hat no t co rrect? And, so t h en t he r e al i ssue i s
anticipating further losses over the next two years, and tha t i s
what this resolution addresses, is that not our situation?

SENATOR HANNIBAL: That i s co r r e c t .

SENATOR WESELY: So , the solution that the Appropriations
Committee is t aking is to examine the issue in the executive
branch, to look at the options we have, and to w a i t a n d see how
t hings dev e l o p and per ha p s reimburse these people for their
losses that may occur in the course of the next year?

SENATOR HANNIBAL: If that becomes the decision of the executive
branch and the State Personnel Office that it would be in t h e
best interest of the state to look at the current c o n t r a c t and
possibly renegotiate with either the c arrier or t he st a t e
employees, that is what we are asking the executive branch to

S ENATOR WESELY: O k a y . And the legislative role, our b r anch o f
government ' s ro l e i s si mp l y t o at t h i s po i n t l ook s l i ke t o send
the ball back into the executive branch court, is that what we
are do in g '?

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Well, not completely, Senator Wesely, but
e ssent i a l l y , I gu es s , that is correct.

SENATOR WESELY: Okay, let me just add a word of caut io n he r e .
I have been involved in a lot of different health care issues
obviously over the years, but one I have b een co n c e r ne d ab ou t
for a long time is state employee health insurance, and i n t h a t
regard, I have tried time and again to change the state employee
health insurance plan to save money . I h ave noted time and
again it is costly to us, that it does not feature a number of
things that would contain costs and still provide a ppropr i a t e ,
a dequate , f a i r c ov e r a g e for our state employees. I t h i n k t he
Legislature has an oversight function here, and I am more than
wi] ling, at this, time, to acknowledge that we are out of time to
deal with this issue, but I, for one, do not want to turn over
the matter to the ex-cutive branch and simply have t hem d e c id e
what is best for us. I t h i n k t h e l eg i sl at i ve b r a nc h u l t i m a t e l y
pays for whatever decisions are made over t here , and we have

do.
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