
May 23, 1989 LB 588

any way to persuade people not to vote for IB 588. Senator
Chambers has done an excellent job in persuading the body so far
and has made good arguments why the system in Omaha needs. .. o r
in Douglas County should be looked at and changed. My position
has been and continues to be that the change that is provided
for in LB 588 goes too far. I think Senator Labedz, in a couple
of the amendments she raised, and one of the amendments t ha t I
d idn ' t run earlier were the right ways to go, but I must say
that Douglas County has, I think, given this body cause to look
at t he p r oce s s o f how they legislate. And they have sent
confusing signals to this body from the beginning o f t h i s
session and have made statements about taxation and so forth,
that they don't raise taxes, but then come to us on a continuous
basis for tax relief. I think maybe Senator Hall might have the
right idea with the home rule amendment, which gives t o t he
county board more authority but also more responsibility. I
suggest that something short of d istrict elections is
appropriate because of the fact that Douglas County, the Douglas
County Board does deal primarily or to a gre at extent in
administrative rather than in legislative matters, but having
said that I will withdraw the motion and I will continue to vote
not voting but not because I don't believe that there needs to
be a change but because I feel that the change being su g g es t ed
in LB 588 is too drastic and further suggesting that what
Senator Hall. is recommending in the area of home r ule p r ob a b l y
has some good arguments for it. We...this bill does not come
into effect until 1992 and no matter what happens t oday o ntoday' s vote, I hope we have another opportunity to take a look
at the structure of t he D oug la s Co u n t y Boa r d , what i t ' s
authority is and how it's structured so maybe we can correct
some of the problems that have arisen in the last couple of
years. Thank you. With that, I withdraw the motion.

PRESIDENT. : : withdrawn. Would you read the bill, please,
Mr. C l e r ' .

:.'ght remind you, you' re supposed to be i n y our

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 588 on F i na l R eading . )

PRESIDENT: All provisions of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, shal l LB 5 88 pas s y All
those in fa vor vote aye, o p p osed nay. H av e y o u a l l v ot ed ?
R ecord, Mr . C le r k , p l ea s e .

ASSISTANT CLERK: (Record vote re ad as f o u nd on p ages 2710-11 o f

seats, p . .:- ~e.
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