
Nay 23, 1989 LB 311

bill for a specific amendment.

PRESIDENT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: T hank y o u , Nr . Spe ak e r , and members of the
Legislature, it is critical, I think, that I have a c h ance t o
have an unalloyed moment of explanation to remind the body that
there is not one shred of evidence before you that the state is
in any way responsible on .his bill. If that allegation is made
t hen i t i s wi t hou t l ega l support. The Attorney General' s
Opinion, when read carefully, says there is n o co nstitutional
objection. Sec ondly, Kutak Rock firm has opined to this body
and you have seen that material. Third, we have specifically,
in two different instances, in the bill itself said the same
thing. I do not mind and do not. ..I don't mind that there m ay
be differences of opinion on policy and options to go. Fair
enough. Fa i r ga me. Those i s sues a r e a t r i sk and I t h i nk t he
body is entitled to weigh them, to compare mechanisms as to how
you want to proceed. Bu t what is without legal support from
either the Attorney General's Office or from any other source
that I can tell is that there is a lawyer saying that a s a
result of 311 the State of Nebraska has a responsibility for
t hese bonds . Th e y d o n o t . The bill says it. The A tto r n e y
General recognises that there is not a constitutional flaw to
that objection. Kutak Rock, the leading law firm in the s ta t e ,
says the same thing. That point I want to make clear. Now,
admittedly, there is risk in the world. Admittedly, a matter of
legal opinion is a guess as to what a court would do b u t t h a t
allegation has not been made by an authoritative source and that
is the one thing I want this body to understand. I f you have a
fear that the State of Nebraska is held r esponsib l e und e r 311
for these bonds, you are not supported by any of the language
that affirmatively says that by the Attorney General. That i s
not what the Attorney General says. And you certainly run into
the objections of the Kutak Rock firm that say the opposit e as
well. You may entertain those fears, but those fears are not
supported by a c l ea r , d ef i n i t i ve d ec l ar a t i on o f any
authoritative source that I know of. And having made that point

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u .

clear, I will withdraw the motion.

CLERK:
b i l l .

Nr. President, Senator Schmit would move to r eturn t h e
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