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heard on other issues, that this is the year to right the wongs

that we' ve created. We've done that with the Comonweal th
issue. We, | hope, will doit with this issue, because I {hink
the time s available for us to do it. The funds are here to
make an adjustnent. | think the body should reject the bracket
not i on. As Senator Hannibal has indicated, this is sinply an
attenpt to kill the bill and again try and inflict gome damage
on the Governor's reputation. Wth that, | would give the

renmai ning part of ny tine to Senator Bernard- St evens.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Bernard-Stevens. Apout two ni nutes.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you Nr. President , members of

the body. That, with the mnute and a half that Istored up
| ast week, maybe |' Il have enough tinme to finish at this point.
I just had a particular thought as | listened for about two
years to this body. I was not here on 773 and 775. And quite
honestly on this vote it doesn't nake any difference. |'vye said
it for two years jin this body, listening to the nenbers say,
yes, we knew it was a tax increase;, no, | yoted on it, | didn't

know it was atax increase. And | hate to tell you this, but

nobody cares. There is a thing out there called potomac Fever
in Washington, D.C., and you get so caught up in the governnent,

so caught up in what is going on in the runmor and innuendo gpq
excitenment that you actually believe at some point that the
peopl e know and care about all the things that you do. Apngthe

same things can be in Lincoln, maybe it's Salt Creek Fever.

(Laughter.) I1t's a strange fever when you get Salt Creek Fever,
has a littlebit nore of an odor, but nonetheless the results
are the same. You get thinking, it's debated on the {g0r and
stating points and stating this, and counter-charging and so on,
and you actually begin to believe that the people out there g.¢
actually listening to this and actually care. And! think all
of you know that in the canpaigns that went on | astyear the
public believed, whether they were led to believe, whether the
read it, whether they just believed it on their own, that it wa
revenue neutral..

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thirty seconds.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: .. .they believed that. Consequently,
in nmy opinion, | don't care if you voted for 773 because it \as
revenue neutral. | don't care if you voted on it because it was
a tax increase, or you voted against it. |t doesn't make any
di fference. | f governmentsare going ¢ jncrease taxes for
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