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that we' re not moving that fast. You know, Senator Hefner talks
about we' re moving way too fast. I think if you read the bill
and you look at...look at how slowly this is phased in ove r a
five-year period, we' re not moving too fast. We' re moving much
more slowly than other states. Since we started debating choice
in this Legislature, Iowa h as p a s sed cho i c e . I owa h a s a
one-year p has e in and then they' re automatically into choice
full fledge. Arkansas has passed choice. T hey also h ave o n l y a
o ne to t w o - year phase i n . Those people are moving much f ast er
than we are. But I think we have...I think what we have here is
a very reasoned approach to it and I think we are going to go
into it in a very slow reasoned manner. I think that one thing
you have to realize is that we' re not going to necessarily learn
that much from other states. We' re going to learn a few things
but our education structure in this state is totally different
and we finance education totally differently. We can't just
follow their model and I used the idea of choice from Minnesota
but our bill looks totally different than Minnesota's. And
Minnesota, this year, had a bill introduced in their Legislature
to deal with the problems that they have had with choice s o f a r .
I reviewed that bill that was introduced this year. We answer
every single one of their problems in choice in Nebraska. We
already deal with those up front. I t h i nk we h ave d one a
very . . . I t h i nk I h ave done a job that I have looked at very
carefully over...it's been over three years now that I have been
looking at it and studying choice and seeing how we could use it
in the State of Nebraska. I think I' ve got a bill here now that
is in very good shape and that...and that would be good for the
State o f N eb r a s k a . One thing that I do want to say, there has
been some concern about some schools and some of t he con t r act s
that they have. There are schools now that. . .especia l l y ar o u nd
some metropolitan areas, around G rand I s l a n d and C o l u mbus and
Bellevue, Papillion, some contracts that they have. Choice does
not ne g a t e t hose and choice is not meant to ne ga te t h o se
contracts. Those contracts are supposed to be v ali d and t hey
will still be valid even i f we d o h av e c h o i c e . So i t ' s n o t
meant to cause any problems with those contracts.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR BAACK: Another thing that I would. ..that I would like
to stress is that I think that this is a chance for Nebraska to
be a leader. I think we can get out into the forefront on th i s
t hing a nd be a leader in choice. And I think we can do so
because we' re the first state to address how you are g o i n g t o
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