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responsibilities. It does address, in fact, along w i th LB 44 ,
the problem of maintaining medically incompetent people who are
standing trial or waiting to stand trial, and, of course,
prisoner me dical costs. D oug las County is maybe at an
advantage, they can afford it more than some. D ouglas C oun t y ,
in fact, traditionally has paid for most of their own,where
other counties who have access to state institutions have had
the advantage of being able to send folks to those institutions
for the same kind of care at state expense. I'm not suggesting
t hi s i s an u rban and rural problem and t hat we' re be i ng
mist re a ted a t a l l . Al l I ' m sayi n g i s that across the state
there a r e e ven gr eat er Nebraska counties trying to cope with
this problem. For example, if you' re a smaller Nebraska county,
and a district judge, a state judge says y o u sha l l ho l d a
medically incompetent person until trial, and you' re t a l k i n g i n
some cases in acute care psychiatric facility, three or four
hundred dollars a day, and the trial don't take place for two or
three or four months, or is postponed five or six times. That ' s
a problem and it ha s been traditionally, and is, in fact, a
problem for many of those counties. Those a re t h e k i nd s of
problems, that's the kind of people that this amendment would
try to serve. Though it would not go into effect until the
second year, the cap still remains,we can spend no more t h an
what the bill...original bill provided for. I c an ' t ad d r e ss ,
because I'm not a lawyer, the constitutionality of all of this.
But given the time restraints we have it seemed l ik e t h i s was
the only vehicle we had left on this particular day before the
session to address this issue and the related costs and of f er
this compromise to all of you. I ' d s i mp l y l i k e t o sug g es t t h a t
for those of you that may understand.

. .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h i r t y sec o nds .

SENATOR LYNCH: ...and think we should at the same time we
provide just matching dollars with federal dollars to take care
of some Medicaid problems, we still will not resolve a nd h e l p
the people that could be served by this legislation. And I
would ask f o r y ou r s u p por t .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Y ou' ve heard t h e c l o s i n g , and t h e
question is the return of the bill to Select File. A ll i n f avo r
vote ay e , oppo s ed nay. S hall the bill be returned? Senator
Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: Nr. Chairman, I can continue to talk until I
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