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amendment a d d r e sses what may be the worthiest of all the
projects that we' ve encountered this session. I j us t w i s h t h a t
we could have encountered it sooner. At any r a t e , ov e r a n d o v e r
again I' ve tried to narrow my priority list, keeping the
taxpayers always in mind because the same elderly who have not
received their funds a re al so t ax pa y e r s . I h a v e Am e r ic a n
S avings de p o s i t o r s in my home district, and I' ve sent detailed
questionnaires to each of those people that I c o u ld i d ent i f y .
We need to remember that American Savings depositors and State
Security depositors have received no state funds whatsoever.
Now many of those questionnaires that I sent out have come in,
and o v e r one - ha l f of those questionnaires t hat h av e b ee n
returned have comments to the effect that although they have not
received their money, and they want their money, a nd would I
please do what I can to get them their money, and I w an t t o d o
that. Most of my depositors have received from 25 to 40 percent
of their investment, not . . . o v e r 70 p erc en t of some of the
supporters of LB 356 have stated these folks are concerned about
the taxpayers. They don't know if. the taxpayers should pick up
the tab, and I'm just reading you their comment. They r e a l i z e
who will pay the cost will be themselves. Now Senator Scofield
and S e n a to r Pi r sch said early in the season, and cer t a i n l y
S enator Hann i ba l h a s said in the m iddle o f t he se aso n , and
S enator W e h r b e i n and Senator Warner and the people around me
have said now at the end of the season pick carefully what you
want t o sup po r t and what are your priorities. S o I c h o s e
teachers' pay, and that's 40 million, and I c h o se p r op e r t y tax
relief, and that's 98.2 million, and then I chose the income tax
r educt i o n an d t h at wi l l cu t ou t 18 mi l l i on , a nd then I d ec i d e d
to choose state aid to schools, and t h a t ' s 18 m i l l i o n , and t h a t
is more mo ney t han I' ve everseen in my entire life. I don ' t
want to jeopardize the income tax reduction, and I'm afraid that
that may happen, or that LB 84 will be jeopardized, o r pe r h a ps
any of a num ber of things that Senator Bernard-Stevens wasso
good to mention to us. When we first voted on LB 356 I chose to
be present and not voting because even then my heart said.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR BECK: ...yes to the American Savings a nd St a t e
Securi t i e s an d even to the C ommonwealth, but I wanted more
information. And now I have it and my heart still says yes, but
m y head has t o s a y n o . I think that what we need to do i s t o
make t h i s b i l l a pr i o r i t y a t t h e b eg i n n i n g o f t h e session , t h e
very beginnzng rather than at this point. A nd I cou l d supp o r t
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