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needed.

for a juvenile detention center, if I recall, we were $29 7 , 000
just to remodel the floor for the satisfactory purpose and since
serving on the Building Committee I did notice.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR NELSON: ...that there was a little over a $100,000 that
was for wiring alone that has been completed, so I don't know if
these figures are correct or not. I'm assuming that the state
would pick up the cost on remodeling or anything that needed to
be done. So I'm not quite sure, I' ll listen to some more of the
d ebate , h ow I . . . wh a t I wi l l do on t h i s , bu t I t e l l y ou i t i s

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a nk y ou . Senator Chizek, followed by

S ENATOR CHIZEK: Nr . Spe a k e r , colleagues, it is a problem. I
think most of the people in this body r ec o g n i ze t hat i t ' s a
problem, but I 'm not sure this is the answer. We perhaps have
the cart before the horse. Some of the judges that I h a v e
talked to have expressed extreme reluctance in sending certain
juveniles to Kearney. One just last week, i dent i f i ed t h at a
17-year-old that he was going to have to send someplace else who
had been in Kearney once before, had an alcohol problem. They
are not dealing with the problem. I po i n t e d ou t t o t h i s same
judge that if there was an alcohol problem and you were sending
a 17-year-old to the penitentiary, they were n o t equ i p p e d t o
deal with those kinds of problems either. That, colleagues, is
why this study is upon us. That ' s why the Appropriations
Committee took the i nitiative that they took just this past
week. That is why Senator Nelson and a number of members of the
committee put a resolution together to deal with this specific
problem. That 's why Senator Chambersand mysel f v i s i t ed wi t h
the Governor about the whole c o r r ec t i o n s a ren a , i nc lud i n g
juveniles, as late as yesterday morning. Y es, we can o pen i t
up; yes, you can create a number of beds there, but is that the
answer? Is that the solution? I don ' t t h i n k i t i s . We get
down to the point where t h i s st ud y must a d d r es s par ol e ,
probation, alternative methods to sentencing, w hether t h e y a r e
juveniles or whether they are adult prisoners. It just seems to
me that we have the potential of t hrowing aw a y 300 and s o me
t housand d ol l a r s before we even know what we' re going to do.
Before the programs are in place, they are sing to help these
young people who have chemical dependency i n one form or

Senator Abboud.

7279


